



DALLAS(R) — James Baker was sworn in on Sunday asWhiie 
House chief of staff. Mr. Baker* whose resignation as secretary of 
State became effective on Sunday,' was-swrirn in byan admnristra~ 
tor in a nOn-ceremonial event Mr. Baker is to puy a key rote in 
Mr. Bush’s reelection campaign. His job will be to lay out an 
agenda for a second Bush term amToselt for'dKnjMfgn 
Mr- Baker returned to Washington after die Republican national 
co n ve n t i on in Houston. . 
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Algerian Islamists attack after setback 

ALGIERS (R) — Gunmen shot dead an official on Sunday boors 
after security forces said they killed one of Algeria’s deadliest 
Muslim fundamentalist hit men when they wiped out a gang of 10 
gunmen last week. The official APS news agency said three men 
shot dead an official appointed to run a local authority in 
Badjarah near Algiers’ fundamentalist Kouba area. It was the 
third armed attack since Wednesday’s annihilation of 10 gunmen 
in a three-boor battle was hailed by Algerian commentators as a 
taming point in the security forces’ battle against fundamentalist 
extremists (see page 2). 
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Khamenei says 
West will fall 

NICOSIA (AP) — . Iran’s spir- 
itual leader Ayatollah Aii 
Khamenei has predicted Western 
influence in the Gulf and Central 
Asia will collapse and Islamic 
principles will prevail, the official 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) said Sunday. He was 
addressing a group of senior gov- 
ernment officials including Presi- 
dent Hashemt RafsanjanL "No 
doubt, in the confrontation be- 
tween Islam and global arro- 
gance, die latter win be brought 
down to its lenees becanscrbhm 
Defies on the innate nature erf 
human beings,” Ayotollab 
Khamenei said. “As longjaifcfee 
’ adhere to Islam and Islamic prin- 
ciples, neither America nor other 
jwwera can harm our nation.” 
The speech came on the eve of 
- “gove rn ment week,” which com- 
memorates the anniversary of the 
.2961 Tehran bombing deaths of 
President Mohammad Afi Rajai 
and Prime Minister Mohammad 
' Javad Bahonar. IRNA said 
. Ayatollah Khamenei also "called 
for farther services for the dep- 
rived masses of the society." 

Pakistan, India to 
discuss glacier , 

ISLAMABAD (R) — India and 
’Pakistan have agreed to htigb- 
-fevd dheusaons on polling bade 
troops from a disputed Hima- 
* jjtyan glacier, the world’s highest 
j^'battlegroimd, a senior Pakistani 
.official said on Sunday. Defence 
Ministry secretaries of the two 
'rides will meet in late October or 
.'early November to sort out differ- 
ences on redeployment of troops, 
-'Foreign Ministry Secretary Sba- 
"haryar Mohammad Khan tokl re- 
porters. India and Pakistan had 
agreed to disengage their troops 
on the 6,000-metre-high Sracfien 
Glacier in -disputed Jammu and 
gMimwT state as early as 
But Mr. Shaharyar said “certam 
difficulties" had cr op ped up, de- 
laying implementation - of the. 
agreement. 

* Algeria urges return 
to Western Sahara 
peace plan 

ALGIERS *(R) — Algeria, a 
long-time supporter of Pohsario 
Front guerrillas fighting for inde- 
pendence of Western Sahara, has 
called for a return to a U.N. 
peace plan to settle their 16-year 
conflict with Morocco. The offi- 
cial news agency APS quoted 
Foreign Minister Lakfadar lbrahi- 
mi as saying in an interview late 
on Saturday: “The position of 
Algeria is firm, dear and con- 
stant. We want peace on the basis 
accepted by the Moroccan and 
Saharan brothers."- The peace 
plan has foundered on disagree- 
ment over who should vote in a 
referendum allowing Saharans to 
%’ choose between independence 
‘ and integration with Morocco. 

U.S, troops deployed 
in Kuwait 

KUWAIT (AP) — The U.S. 
military announced Sunday that 
all 2,400 American sokfiers sche- 
duled to take part in month-long 
exercises with Kuwaiti forces 
were now deployed in the coun- 
try. The approximately 1,000 
U.S. soldiers taking part in desert 
manoeuvres will be moving into 
positions near the Iraq border 
just as the United States, Britain 
and France declare a “no-fly 
zone” in southern Iraq. 

19 killed in Kurdish 
, attack in Turkey . 

ANKARA (R) — At least 19 
people were killed in an unpre- 
cedented two-day uprising by 
tmndreds of separatist Kurdish 
fighters in the southeastern Tur- 
kish town of ffimak last week, 
Turkey’s Anatolia news agency 
said Sunday. It quoted Regional 
Governor Ural Erlcan as saying 
three sokfiers, a policeman and' 
IS civilians were lolled as up to 
700 guerrillas of the Knnfish 
Labour Party (PKK) fought 
troops and police on Tuesday and, 
Wednesday. Rebel casualties in; 
the battle were not known. It was : 
the PICK’S biggest urban uprising 
since launching its campaign for 1 
an independent Kurdish state in 
I south-east Turkey in 1964. The 
agency said troops arrested some . 
4Q0 people in a hoose-to-housel 
search or two- thirds of the braid- 
ings in Siraak after the fighting, 
add imposed a curfew on tbej 
inhabitants. 1 


Palestinian team gets U.S. 
pledge for official status 

Agreement to be worked out in Washington 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Palestinian de- 
legation and support staff to the 
Mideast peace talks arrived in 
Amman Sunday afternoon on 
their way to Washington after 
receiving , an American commit- 
ment that an agreement between 
the Palestinians and the Israelis 
would be drawn up in die U.S. 
capital to ensue, that die Israeli 
authorities would treat the 
Palestinian delegates as an offi- 
cial delegation with immunity and 
respect, according to Palestinian 
sources involved in the peace 
process. 

' The sources, who spoke on 
condition of annonymity, told the 
Jordan Times that the 26-member 
Palestinian team agreed to leave 
die occupied territories to bead 
for the sixth trilateral peace talks 
after the U.S. promised such an 


agreement. 

The sources declined to give 
the details of die projected agree- 
ment, but said that it would 
“guarantee the delegation’s rights 
in the treatment by die Israeli 
authorities as an official delega- 
tion winch enjoys immunity and 
respect ” _ 

The” U.S. promised, the 
sources said, that die delegation 
would be treated by the Israeli 
authorities as they were when 
they first went to last October’s 
Madrid conference, which hun- 
ched the Mideast peace negotia- 
tions. He adefed that this inducted 
the_ support staff. 

The Palestinian team tinned 
back last Friday from theKing 
Hussein Bridge after the Israeli 
authorities inqited that five of 
the support staff under the age of 
35 « gn a tjogimwtf that bans 
them from returning for nine 
months — - a procedure that dele- 


gates say had never taken place 
with the staff before. This mea- 
sure vas sees by the Palestinian 
negotiators as Israel’s continued 
effor ts to place obstacles and 
restrictions to “demoralise” the 
team and their negotiating posi- 
tion. 

Palestinian negotiators and 
advisors have complained that 
then treatment by Israeli author- 
ities on the King Hussein Bridge 
kept deterio ra ting over the past 
10 months. “In the end, they 
started treating them worse than 
regular citizens," commented a 
Palestinian source. 

When they crossed the bridge 
on Sunday afternoon, however, 
the Israeli authorities made an 
effort to treat the team as a 
delegation without the usual de- 
lays and harrassments, according 
to Palestinian negotiator Ghassan 




Israel announces relaxation in 
occupation measures ahead of talks 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israel announced relaxation of 
some of its occupation measures 
against Palestinians Sunday 
ahead of a new round of Middle 
East .peace talks ‘scheduled to 
begin in Washington on Monday. 

The measures include loosen- 
ing restrictions on Palestinians 
entering Israel, the release of 
aboutKWPriaaiiiiai^- prisoners, • 
and reope nin g P alestin ian homes 
and streets seafetTby the army, 
file office of Prime Minis ter Yit- 
zhak Rabin said. 

“The prime minister and de- ( 
fence minister, Yitzhak Raimi, 
decided after d w ensaons about 
the general situation in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and prepar 
rations for peace negotiations, on 
a number of steps to improve the 


atmosphere among the Arab 
population in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip,” a statement from 
Mr. Rabin’s office said. 

ft continued: “Such steps have 
been taken in the past" 

But the latest moves appeared 
timed to create a positive back- 
drop for the first peace talks since 
Mr. Raimi took office last July 
psentiscng^zeaL progress, irrtbe 


new measures are: 

— Palestinian readmits of the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip aged up to 60 previously 
needed special permits to enter 
brad proper. The age limit drops 
to 50. 

— Some 800 Palestinian pris- 
oners who have completed two 
thirds of their terms will be re- 


leased. Each case will be consi- 
dered individually. Prisoners 
jailed for violent attacks that 
caused casualties will not be part 
of the deal. 

— Streets the army sealed in 
Palestinian areas dunng violent 
clashes will gradnally be 
reopened. 

— ■ Houses sealed by the army 
at4eatt~five years ago wffl-bt 
reopened for residency. Each 
case will be considered separate - 

ty- 

“These steps have been check- 
ed with all elements of the secur- 
ity authorities in charge of fight- 
ing t e rro ri sm and will be earned 
out gradnally,” the statement 
said. 
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Boycott mars Lebanon’s first 
general elections in 20 years 


BAALBEK, Lebanon (Agen- 
cies) — Lebanon held its first 
igenmal election in 20 years on 
Sunday with minority Christians 
staging a boycott and a protest 
strike and acc using Syria of using 
the vote to tighten its grip on the 
country. 

With polling confined .to the 
north and east of the country, 
voters in Lebanon's second 
largest dty of Tripoli flocked to 
cast their ballots In a generally 
peaceful atmosphere. 

But iq the Christian town of 
Zahle and in the eastern Baalbek 
area isedated scuffles and accusa- 
tions of cheating coloured vot- 
ing, which takes place in the 
'capital Beirut next Sunday. 

Lebanon's Syrian-backed pres- 


ident, Elias Hnrwi, was among 
the first to vote in Zahle. 

“I call on all Lebanese to par- 
ticipate in these elections.... be- 
cause their unity is the only 
guarantee for Lebanon's surviv- 
al,” Mr. Hrawi, a Christian, told 
reporters. 

The general election, the first 
since 1972, has toadied off the 
most serious crisis since civfl war 
ended, just as the country was 
embarking on the road to recov- 
ery. 

Thousands of Lebanese troops 
imposed tight security as polling 
stations opened for voters to 
choose 51 members of parfiament 
from 265 candidates. A total of 
800,000 people were eligible to 
vote for 51 designated Christian 


and Muslim seats. 

In the eastern Baalbek area the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Party of 
God), fielding candidates for the 
first time since its formation in 
1982, and supporter* of Shiite 
Muslim House Speaker Hussein 
Husseini accused one another of 
vote-rigging. 

Security sources said intruders 
destroyed ballot boxes in the 
village of Israel. 

Polls opened at 7 a.m. (0400 
GMT) for 20 hours. 

‘At midday, a fistfight broke 
out between supporters of two 
Maromte candidates, 'Roy, Hra- 
wfs son, and Khalil, the presi- 
dent’s nephew, in Zable’s Hash 
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King 
receives 
get-well 
messages 
and calls 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein now 
r ecup er a ting at the Mayo Cli- 
me in Rochester, Minne sota, 
after surgery, has received 
telephone calls and cables 
from heads of state of Arab 
and foreign countries wishing 
him speedy recovery and con- 
tinued health. 

The telephone caOs and cables 
came from Sheikh Isa Ben Salman 
A1 Khalifa, emir of Bahrain, Li- 
byan Mnammar Qadhafi, 

Yemeni President Alt Abdallah 
Saleh, Tunisian President Zein Ai 
Abideen Ben AB, Lebanese Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi, Palestine Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat. Speaker of 
the Palestine National Council 
Abdul Hamid Al Sayeb, 
Dr. Hamed Al Gbabid, secretary 
general of the Organisation of 
Tdamtft Conference. Kamel Shar- 
if, se cr e tary general of the Islamic 
Council for Relief, and Rawtn 
Kbatib, Arab mayor of Jeru- 
salem. 

The King also received cables 
from Pope John Paul n, Queen 
Elizabeth of Britain, and King 
Joan Carlos of Spun. 

A host of cables and telephone 
memgej also came to the Royal 
Court in Amman from Jordanian 
citizens in Jordan and abroad (see 
PV 3). 

The King underwent surgery 
Thursday at the Mayo Qnric. 
Doctors said Saturday the King 
was doing well and continuing 
recovery. 

The King h*"w=**f called His 
Royal Hi Bin ess Crown Prince 
-Hassan and Prime Mfrnsmr Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker an the phone to 
reassure them of his health coodi- 
tioo. 

The King is expec te d to remain 
in hospital for a few days. 


League welcomes Iraqi offer to 
let parliamentarians visit south 


Combined agency dispatches 

ARAB LEAGUE Secretary- 
General Esznar Abdul Megmd 
praised an Iraqi offer to allow 
politicians from U.N. Security 
Council member states to visit 
southern Iraq on a fact-finding 
mission- 

“If what the news agencies 
have reported is true, that Iraq 
has offered to receive a delega- 
tion from, the U.N. Security 
Council ... that offer is important 
and positive,” Dr. Abdul Meguid 
told reporters at Cairo airport. 

Iraq’s Parliamentary Speaker 
Saadi Mehdi Saleh on Saturday 
repeated an offer to allow parlia- 
mentarians from Security Council 
states to check on the welfare of 
Shiite Muslims living in the sooth 
where the West plans to set up an 
air exclusion zone. 

“(The offer) would show the 
desire of the Iraqi government to 
dispel all the accusations levelled 
at it and we hope that there is a 
response to this so that the region 
avoids military operations, which 
we do not need,” Dr. Abdul 
Megmd said. 

On Saturday, Iraq flew jour- 
nalists to a southern settlement 
within the planned exclusion 
zone. 

No violence was witoessed by 
foreign journalists. 

President Saddam Hussein has 
sent senior members of his Baatfa 
Party to the south to muster 
public support against foe West- 
ern plans. 

Official newspapers said three 
of President Saddam’s closest 
aides, including Defence Minister 
Ah Hassan Al Majced, were 
tearing Shiite cities below the 
32nd Parallel, the area the United 
States. Britain and France are 
expected to start patrolling from 
Tuesday. 

The government wants to avoid 



repeating its experience in foe 
north, where a similar exclusion 
zone helped break its control of 
Kurdistan. 

Newspapers published a flood 
of telegrams of loyalty to Presi- 
dent Saddam from marshland 
tribal leaders and mass rallies 
organised in several Shiite centres 
in the south. 

The- Iranian news agency 
IRNA said on Saturday that Iraqi 
government forces had increased 
flights over the marshlands of 
southern Iraq during the past 
three days, and that they were 
laimrhing heavy artillery attacks 
on the area. 

An Iraqi official urged Arab 
countries to intervene with the 
allies against partitioning his 
country winch he said woul<j| en- 
danger the whole region. 

Nabil Nejm, Iraq's representa- 
tive at the Arab League, metwith 
Dr. Abdul Meguid and give him a 
letter from Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Saeed Al Sahaf ab- 


out the allied plan to impose an 
aerial exclusion zone in southern 
Iraq. 

“The Iraqi people are one peo- 
ple, they cannot be split along 
sectarian or racial lines,” Mr. 
Nejm told reporters after the 
meeting. 

“The division of Iraq will re- 
veal regional powers that will 
'endanger the security of foe Arab 
Gulf and the Arab World.” 

He urged Arab countries to 
warn the United States, Britain 
and France of foe dangers that 
could result from carving up Iraq. 

• “This move mil allow neigh- 
bouring countries to send in ter- 
rorist elements ... there are train- 
ing camps within the Iranian bor- 
ders ready for operations in case 
of such a division.” 

Algeria and Yemen have 
added their voices to a growing 
chorus of Arab support for a 
unified Iraq, saying any attempt 

(Confirmed on page 5) 


World shifts helped boost 
monetary reserves — Nabulsi 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) Governor 
Mohammad Saeed Al Nabulsi 
has said - Jordan’s foreign ex- 
change reserves now stand at 
higher than any time in the past 
as a result of a careful policy 
helped by shifts in the interna- 
tional monetary market. 

Dr. Nabulsi, in an interview 
with Jordan Television in a prog- 
ramme presorted by Dr. Jawad 
AJ Anani, said the Kingdom was 
seeking to stabilise the exchange 
rate of the Jordanian dinar rattier 
than fixing it at a certam rate. ’ 

Dr. Nabulsi said the CBJ polity 
cannot prevent daily chang es in 
exchange rates, winch in its turn 
will affect the Jordanian curren- 
cy- 


“We- have pledged to have a 
stable exchange rate, but even 
stability is affected by various 
economic conditions. We cannot 
prevent the daily insignificant 
changes and that is .what we 
demonstrated daring the past 


three years,” Dr. Nabulsi said. 

“In the past, I have said that 
the exchange rate will remain 
flexible enough to enable ns to 
adapt to our economic situation 
— flexible within certain fimits to 
give strength to our balance of 
payments,” be said. 

Dr. Nabulsi said that there 
were some people who claimed 
that the CBJ was seeking to fix 
the exchange rates. Those who 
aim to undermine people’s confi- 
dence in the exchange rates are 
“sick,” and that they based their 
beliefs on unhealthy and non- 
sdentific grounds, he said. 

The CBJ governor said the 
difficult monetary situation pre- 
vailing in the world has helped 
Jordan beef up its reserves of 
foreign currencies. He said differ- 
ences in interest rates between 
the U.S. and Europe has led to 
capital movement — “the move- 
ment of hot money between the 
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House debate on law on 
press to end this week 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parliament Sunday con- 
tinued its discussion of a draft law 
mi press and publications begin- 
ning with Article 17 of the 59- 
article legislation and listening to 
foe views of a number of deputies 
concerning amendments. 

Dr. Majed Khalifeh, who 
beads a House committee en- 
trusted with drafting the law, 
read out Article 17 which states 
that: 

“A responsible director of a 
publishing house or a research 
and studies centre or opinion poll 
centre or director of a translation- 
centre or/and advertising offices 
and printing press or a library 
should have the following qual- 
ifications: 

1. “He should be of Jordanian 
nationality. 

2. “He should not have been 
convicted for a criminal offence 
or violation of morals. 

3. “He should have acquired a 
mrivetrity degree with ade . ; 


experience acceptable to the 
minister (of information), espe- 
cially if be is to be head of a 
studies and research or opinion 
poll or translation or advertising 
centres. 

4. “He should have obtained a 
high school degree with sufficient 
experience acceptable to the 
minister (of information) if he is 
to be head of a publishing or 
distribution centre or head of a 
printing press or library.” 
'Deputy Salim Zonbi proposed 
that amendments be introduced 
to the article. He was backed by 
two other members. 

Commenting on the debate, 
Minister of Information 
Mahmoud Sharif defended foe 
government’s views concerning 
Article 17, noting that apart from 
having a university degree the 
head of one of foe institutions 
mentioned therein should- have 
acquired experience in his field. 

(Cx.-fomed on page 5) 


‘Unrecognised’ journalists launch 
battle against JPA’s monopoly 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The current debate 
in Parliament on a draft law on. 
Press and Publications has rekin- 
dled an old dispute between 
Jordanian journalists who are not 
members of the Jordan Press 
Association (JPA), and officials 
of the association, throwing 
further doubt- into the whole fu- 
ture of the profession as practised 

m Jordan. 

The draft law has been looked 
upon by many jonraahsts as the 
1st real opport u nity to break 
JPA monopoly over defining who 

can or cannot be called and consi- 
dered a pro fe ss ional joumalisL 
A c cord i ng to the association’s 
law, only those who have trained 
with a local newspaper for a 
nwrt n in period of tune can be-- 
come members of the association. 
The training period varies accord- 
ing to the academic degree and 
educational background of the 
applicant. 

This stipulation has excluded 


many practising journalists who 
work with weekly -or monthly 
magazines in the country and are 
reg istered outside Jordan or with 
foreign publications. The exclu- 
sion also involves journalists who 
do meet the association’s condi- 
tions but fed thit they want to 
operate independently of the 
association land should not be 

forced to become members of 
JPA. 

JPA President Sulaiman 
Qudab admits that there are flaws 
in foe taws and regulations winch 
define who is or is not a journal- 
ist, but he rejects, die idea of 
allowing journalists to practise 
toe profession without being reg- 
istered in die association. 

“We admit there are flaws," 
Mr. Qudah told foe Jordan Times 
in commenting over die rising 
co n t rov cny. “But they are not in 
tiie’ new press and pubfications 
taw, they are in the association's 
taw and we aim. to change that, 
very soon.” 

One article of the new draft law 

winch was cleared by the Lower. 


House last week, qualified the 
definition of a journalist as some- 
one who is a member of the 
association despite a recom- 
mendation from the House’s 
Judiciary Committee to consider 
all those who practise journalism 
as journalists. 

In not accepting the recom- 
mendation of the panel, the 
House was bending to pressure 
from the association to give it the 
upper hand in picking journalists 
in the country under the pretext 
of giving associations the “demo- 
cratic” right to organise thefts as 
in other countries, many journal- 
ists believe. 

The association, according to 
sources, is in feet considering 
r e writin g its own taw, which is 
supposed to come up for debate 
dunng the House’s next regular 
session in the fell in order to 
make room fra 1 what is described' 
as “associate members" who 
would be allowed to operate as 
journalists but would not be given 
voting rights in the association. 
However, such a measure. 


although outwardly benevolent, 
would leave that jurisdiction in 
the hands of the association and 
would ensue that the same circle 
of journalists would maintain 
control of its affairs and keep 
journalists with new ideas from 
influencing its makeup, many 
journalists interviewed by the 
Jordan Times said. 

The newly elected president of 
the JPA argued that his associa- 
tion “cannot allow different rides 
whether it be the government or 

ne w spa p ers to decide who is a 
journalist or not." 

“The authority to do that has 
to be limited to one party and 
that can only be the association,” 
Mr. Qudah maintained. 

Yet many journalists as well as 
members of the government dis- 
agree with Mr. Qudab and insist 
that giving this authority to any 
one party is in contr avention with 
.the basic c ons ti tu ti onal right to 
freedom of speech and- the right 
to work granted to every Jordan 

■ MS) 



Around 41 JounnSsb demonstrate Sunday in front 
of Parfiament protesting Lower House’s amend- 
ments and approach to the Press and PabBcatioos 
Law. Photo shows House Speaker Abdul Lafif 
AraUjat ex pr es sin g sympathy with the journalists 
and raging them to .press for theircaase. The 


journalists' held placards and di st ri b ute d »m«x« 
with their demands. A few deputies expressed 
mfldmity with the joramfista but some inroad (heir 
feces away as they sped t hr ou gh Parfiament 
(photo by Yousef Al 1 Allan) 
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Middle East News 


Settlers and Rabin government 
in new battle for Jerusalem 

By Ian M. Rose tinuous Palestinian history,” said trying to convince President 

The Associated Press Hanan Asferawi, spokeswoman George Bush be was limiting set- 


By Ian M. Rose 

The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 

— Unfurling Israeli flags, 
Jewish settlers pitched a tent in a 
Palestinian neighbourhood last 
week to assert their “right” to 
live anywhere in Arab East Jeru- 
salem. 

The opening of the makeshift 
“information centre,” where they 
display maps of planned Jewish 
neighbourhoods in Arab sectors, 
signalled a new stage in the battle 
over Jerusalem. 

After years of support from 
right-wing Likud governments, 
the settlers are on the defensive 
against a government more in- 
terested in peace talks than rais- 
ing more Arab anger over Jeru- 
salem. 

Jerusalem is the last name the 
government of Yi tzhak: Rabin 
wants to hear when Arab-Israeli 
peace talks resume Monday in 
Washington. It wants discussion 
of the dty put off — forever if 
possible, but at least until the end 
of peace negotiations. 

whatever the desires of either 
side, Jerusalem remains at the 
centre of the conflict. Israel says 
the entire city is its “eternal, 
undivided capital.*' Palestinians 
want the eastern part of the dty 
as their own capital. 

The dispute involves more than 
politics. The Old City contains 
the Jews' W ailing Wall, the Mus- 
lims' Dome of the Rock and A1 
Aqsa mosques, and the Christ- 
ians' Church of the Holy Sepul- 
cher. 

Both Israelis and Palestinians 
see the city as central to their 
history. 

“Part of fulfilling the Zionist 
dream is to live ui Jerusalem, 
especially its ancient sections," 
said David Lev-Tzion, 26, a stu- 
dent at the Ateret Cohanim semi- 
nary dedicated to moving Jews 
into Arab neighbourhoods. 

- For Jews, it is the capital of 
andent Israel, site of the first and 
second temples. Many Arab 
families trace their history in 
Jerusalem to before Saladio, who 
recaptured the dty from the Cru- 
saders in 1187. 

' “Jerusalem sums up the con- 


tinuous Palestinian history,” said 
Hanan Ashrawi, spokeswoman 
for the Palestinian delegation to 
the peace talks. “It forms the 
economic, cultural, political and 
spiritual centre of Palestinian 
Ufe." 

Since it occupied Jerusalem in 
1967, Israel has built Jewish sub- 
urbs around the Arab quarter. 
About half of Jerusalem's 

370.000 Jews live in these sub- 
urbs, surrounding the city's 

150.000 Palestinians. 

In recent years, settler move- 
ments also have lakeD over 
homes in Palestinian neighbour- 
hoods, especially in the Old City, 
going against a tradition of sepa- 
rate Cnnstian, Muslim and Jew- 
ish quarters. About 18.000 Mus- 
lims, 5300 Christians and 2,300 
Jews live in the Old City. 

Until now. Jewish groups seek- 
ing to take over or bund homes in 
Arab quarters had government 
backing, especially mat of the 
former Housing Minisir Ariel 
Sharon. 

Since Mr. Rabin took over in 
mid-July, however, his govern- 
ment has shelved two housing 
projects in Arab areas, ordered 
settlers to repay $2.3 million in 
government loans and sued set- 
tlers occupying two houses in the 
Muslim quarter. 

Mr. Rabin also established a 
cabinet committee to investigate 
all transactions involving purch- 
ase of East Jerusalem property by 
Jews in recent years. 

Police Minister Moshe Shahal 
said the previous government 
may have misused funds. Hous- 
ing Minister Benjamin Ben-Eliez- 
er told the daily Maariv its aim 
had been “to drive Arab resi- 
dents out of these neighbour- 
hoods.” 

The settlers and Israel’s politic- 
al right are fighting back. Mr. 
Sharon, who “owns" a house in 
the Muslim quarter that police 
guard 24 hours a day, got enough 
signatures to call a special par- 
liamentary debate for Tuesday 
about government policies on 
Jewish settlement in Jerusalem. 

Settlers moved five Jewish 
families into houses 
in the Muslim quarter while Mr. 
Rabin was in the United States 


George Bush be was limiting set- 
tlement in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

On Wednesday, a group called 
the Forum for Jerusalem put up 
die tent in the Arab neighbour- 
hood of A1 Tur on the Mount of 
Olives. Members say they will 
raise private funds to buy Arab 
homes if the government cuts off 
financing. 

One of them, legislator Hanan 
Porat of the National Religious 
Party, said: “People who say that 
Jews shouldn't live in all parts of 
the city are supporting segrega- 
tion." 

Pales tinians claim discrimina- 
tion, based on coon rulings that 
prevent them from living in the 
Jewish quarter and give them 
little hope of regaining property 
their families once owned in West 
Jerusalem. About 25,000 Arabs 
lived in what is now the Jewish 
area before Israel - was created in 
1948. 

While the settlers say their 
actions are meant to ensure Israel 
retains its hold on East Jeru- 
salem, a desire of almost every 
Israeli, some Liberal Israelis 
argue that the settlers’ methods 
only feed resentment among the 
Arabs. 

Teddy Kollek, the Israeli 
mayor, has persistently criticised 
the settlers and argned for better 
treatment of Arabs, both in the 
Old City and in Arab villages 
Israel took over when it “ex- 
panded" the city’s “boundaries*' 
m 1967. 



HEADED FOR WASHINGTON: Palestinian trim the occupied territories. The Palestinian team 
spokeswoman Hamm Ashrawi, by Palesti- for pence talks was due to leave for W a s hin g to n 

nian Ambassador to Jordan A1 Tayyeb Abdnl Monday (photo by Yousef Al 'Allan) 

Rahim, speaks to the press in Amman alter arrivin g 


“When an Arab lives in a small 
village without sewage and next 
to it lies a modern Jewish neigh- 
bourhood on property that once 
belonged to his father and his 
grandfather, it isn’t easy,” Mr. 
Kollek said in an interview with 
Maariv. 

Still, settlers say they will not 
let either the dty government or 
Mr. Rabin's cabinet .stop their 
effort to gain a tighter hold on 
Arab parts of the dty. 

“We'U work slowly; it may take 
50, 100, 200 even 300 years,” 
Mati Dan. a leader of the Ateret 
Cohanim settler movement, told 
Israeli Radio. 


Iraq unlikely to emerge as 
Shiite Islamic republic 


By Anwar Faruqi 

. The Associated Press ■ . • 

NICOSIA — The Western plan 
to bar Iraqi warplanes from 
southern Iraq will curb Baghdad's 
control over the majority Shiites 
but is unlikely to encourage the 
formation of a fundamentalist 
Islamic state. 

Western nations have been 
hesitant to aid rebel Shiite 
groups, some of which look to 
fundamentalist Shiite Iran for 


During their March 1991 rebel- 
lion following the Gulf war/Iraqi 
Shiite groups drafted a plan for 
the future of Iraq, envisioning a 
secular, democratic and multi- 


party system. 

Mohammad Ali, spokesman, 
of the Islamic Dawa Party, the 


But the coalition is taking a 
second look at the Shiites, whose 
rebels fled to the marshes of 
southern Iraq to escape the army 
after a short-lived rebellion. 

Diplomats from the United 
States, Britain and France say 
they will inform Iraq that its 
planes will be shot down if they 
venture south of the 32nd Para- 
llel. That will prevent air attacks 
on the marshes, which are thick 
enough to prevent Iraqi armour 


and artillery from entering. 

Laith Kubba, a member of the 
London-based Iraqi National 
Congress that unites Shiites. Kur- 
dish and other opposition groups, 
has been lobbying for such pro- 
tection for months. He discounts 
the idea that Iraqi Shiites would 
form a state similar to fun- 
damentalist Iran. 

“The Iraqi clergy has a tradi- 
tion and history of more than 
1,000 years or being pw'vc. 
separating itself from the atbic, 
said Mr. Rubba, a Shiite. He was 
one of six opposition leaders who 
met senior U.S. officials in 
Washington late last month. . 
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largest single Shiite group,said his 
party and other Islamic groups 
were not aiming for a fun- 
damentalist state but were “look- 
ingfor democracy and freedom.*’ 

The extent to which Islamic 
laws and tenets will be enforced 
in an Iraq controlled by Shiites 
would depend on the power of 
the clerics and the degree to 
which they would compromise 
with more secular-minded 
leaders. 

Most of Iraq's Strikes, who 
- make up more than 55 per cent of 
the country’s 17.5 million people, 
live in the south, where some of 
Shiism's holiest shrines are lo- 
cated. 

Shiites comprise about 10 per 
cent of the world’s estimated one 
billion Muslims. They believe 
that Alj, the son-in-law and 
cousin of the Prophet Moham- 
mad, should have succeeded foe 
Prophet as leader of foe faith 
when foe Prophet died in 632 
A.D. 

Passed over in favour of 
another candidate. Ah fled to 
what is now Iraq, be lived in 
Kufa, where he was assassinated 
noonents, and was buried 
Najaf, thereby confer- 
ring holy status on these Iraqi 
cities. His son Hussein was later 
slain in battle in Karbala, 75 
kilometres away, gementing the 
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belief that Iraq is foe birthplace 
Of the Shiite faith.' "* 

Over foe centuries, foe grand 
seminaries of Najaf trained many 
of foe Shiites’ leading clergymen, 
including Iran’s late Ayatollah 
RuhollaB Khomeini. Tne city 
flourished as foe nucleus of the 
faith until Saddam Hussein began 
his rise to power in 1968. 

President Saddam, a Sunni 
Muslim, distrusted foe derics, 
fearing their access to people 
from all levels of society could be 
used to mobilise foe masses 
against his Sunni-dominated gov- 
ernment. 

Using his Baafo Party’s secular 
ideology, he began a systematic 
crackdown on the Shiites. 

They were prevented from 
practicing many of their public 
rituals in an effort to ban public 
gatherings which could be politi- 
cally charged. 

Many Shiite mosques and 
schools were closed. Several 
prominent derics were killed or 
jailed. 

Najaf became little more than 
foe nominal seat of Shiism. 
Neighbouring Iran, whose 1979 
revolution injected new rigor into 
foe faith, took over as the mod- 
ern-day Shiite bastion. 

The death in Najaf two weeks 
ago of foe Shiites supreme au- 
thority, Grand Ayatollah Abul 
Qassam Khoei, sets foe stage for 
Iran to try to transfer foe spiritual 
focus of the faith to the Ir anian 
city of Qom. another major cen- 
tre for scholars. 

Regardless of whether this hap- 
pens, Ayatollah's KhoeTs legacy 
may prevail in Iraq. 


Lebanese 
‘symbol of 
unity’ is 
now at 
centre of rift 

BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese 
parliament, foe only political in- 
stitution that held rival factions 
together through 15 years of aril 
war, has now become a bone of 
contention between them. 

For foe first time since Leba- 
non became independent in 1943, 
many Lebanese are questioning 
in advance the legitimacy of foe 
new assembly for which voting 
started in foe north and east of 
foe counter on Sunday. 

The main Christian groups are 
boycotting the elections in protest 
at voting while Syrian troops still 
control Beirut. 

They say that even if they took 
part the Syrian military presence 
would produce a parliament to 
serve Syrian interests. 

The outgoing parliament was 
elected 20 years ago and foe aril 
war, from 1975 to 1990, made 
new elections impossible. 

Thirty-one of foe original 99 
members died over the years, 
either by assassination or natural 

causes. 7.‘ - 

But throiighoutj tbe worst of 
foe fighting-Lcbanese : agreed that 
parliament’s neo-classical build- 
ing, on the old “green line” which 
split the capital into sectarian 
halves, was one of the few nation- 
al symbols they had left 
The assembly pressed on with 
legislative work even as its laws 
were largely ignored in foe reli- 
gious fiefdoms which took foe 
place of a central government 
The only serious disruption was 
in 1989. when rebel General 
Michel Aoun announced be was 
dissolving parliament just as it 
was about to elect a new presi- 
dent. 

But with foe new crisis over 
Syrian influence, both in parlia- 
ment and in the country as a 
whole, foe fate of even this in- 
stitution looks uncertain. 

“They are hitting an essentia! 
symbol winch has safeguarded 
the unity of Lebanon and its 
national reconciliation," said 
Karim Pakradouni, secretary- 
general of the Falange Party, the 
main Christian Party. The 
Falange opposes the elections. 

“The parliament was the only 
institution in Lebanon which pre- 
served foe legitimacy and unity of 
foe country. Everything else — 
foe army, government, public in- 
stitutions and ministries split dur- 
ing foe war,” he told Reuters. 

It was foe members of parlia- 
ment, seen throughout the wax as 
moderates trying to tame foe 
excesses of ext remis t warlords, 
who helped bring the fighting to 
an end 


Algerians slay feared 
fundamentalist hit man 


ALGIERS (R) — One of foe 
deadliest hit men hunted by Alge- 
rian security forces was among 10 
Muslim fundamentalist gunmen 
lolled in a dash last week, an 
official statement said. 

Twenty-nin'e-year-old Bente- 
bicbe Djemaa, alias “Toufik,” 
was wanted as the man or accom- 
plice in foe killings of 22 members 
of foe security forces, according 
to foe weekend statement by 
National Security director 
Mohammad Tolba. 

Djemaa’s body was among 
those of 10 gunmen killed last 
Wednesday in a three-hour gun- 
battle in Baba Hassen, 60 
kilometres west of Algiers — the 
bloodiest dash since foe fun- 
damentalists were driven under- 
ground earlier this year. 

The hunt which led 50 special 
troops, police para-mifitary gen- 
darmes to Baba Hassen was foe 
first coordinated operation by 
three branches of foe security 
services. 

Algerian commentators called 
the liquidation of the group — 
blamed for killing 27 ponce, gen- 
darmes or soldiers in dozens of 
attacks — a‘ “turning point in foe 
struggle against terrorism.” 

“Tne struggle against terrorism 
by the security services is bearing 
fruit... foe example of foe TO 
individuals shot' dead at Baba 
Hassen -provides proof of foe 
successes,” Al Mondjahid news- 


paper said on Sunday. 

Foreign diplomats reacted 
more cautiously saying the no- 


quarter battle was likely to go on. 

At least 100 members of the 
security forces have been killed 
since authorities imposed a state 
of emergency in February after 
Muslim fundamentalist unrest 
followed foe cancellation of a 
general election their party was 
poised to win. 

A Western diplomat pointed to 
farther attacks carried out since 
Wednesday in winch an official 
was shot and wounded and a 
policeman slashed with an axe. 

“I can't see terrorism going 
away, but it-is at a level they can 
probably live with,” foe diplomat 
said. 

'‘Back in March they (foe au- 
thorities) said there were only 
three terrorist groups left, and 
since then they have announced 
they have largely dismantled 
around half of a dozen,” he 
added. 

Two of foe ambushes Djemaa 
was said to have mounted shock- 
ed Algeria by their ferocity. He is 
believed to have killed French-* 
man Laurent Xavier Bernard in 
March, and to have narrowly 
escaped capture in a central 
Algiers gunbattle in May when 
two security force officers died. 

However, one diplomat said 
Djemaa was not among photo- 
graphs of 35 men wanted for 
attacks on' Security force mem- 
bers. ~v . . •.* • 

At least k>he of foe meri Tailed 
on Wednesday was among the 35 
pictures issued by security head- 
quarters last April- 


Curfew on Egyptian town 
after police kill militants 


ASSIUT, Egypt (R) — Security 
forces imposed a 24-boor curfew 
on a southern Egyptian town on 
Sunday to prevent reprisals after 
police shot dead seven suspected 
Islamic militants in their apart- 
ment hideout during foe night . 

Security sources said police had 
shut down foe town of Dayrut, 
about 60 kilometres north of 
Assiut, as news spread of foe 
kfflings which brought the num- 
ber of people slam in Muslim 
militant-related violence to about 
50 since March. 

Mohammad Hussein Al Yama- 
ni, a state prosecutor in Assmt 
province, said security forces re- 
ported they had foot dead foe 
seven men after obtaining a war- 
rant to search tbeir apartment in 
Manqabad, which is about eight 
kilometres north of Asoul ' 

Local politicians said at least 
three of the seven, aged between 
20 and 22 and mostly students, 
came from Dayrut and were 
members of foe Islamic Group, 
foe main faction seeking to install 
a strict Islamic regime by force in 

Egypt- 

It was the highest death toll in a 
single dash in Egypt since May, 


when Muslim militants massacred 
13 Christians and one Muslim in 
the nearby village of Manshiet 
Nasser. 

Police said foe seven fired at 
them when they tried to enter the 
apartment and foe ensuing gun- 
fight lasted for an hour. When it 
was over all seven, described by 
police as leading members of foe 
Islamic Group, were dead. - 

It was foe fourth time in a 
month that police have reported 
finding the corpses of militants 
after gunbattles in which police 
did not report suffering any 
casualties. • 

Police found two automatic 
rifles and two revolvera in foe 
fiat. Illegal ownership of small 
arms is common in Upper Egypt. 

A month-long amnesty for 
militants, announced just after a 
law was passed making mem- 
bership of “terrorist” groups 
punishable by. death, officially 
ended on Thursday but security 
officials said militants could still 
give themselves up. 

Police said at least 500 sus- 
pected militants were rounded up 
m last month's operation. 
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Kabul asks U.N. to ' 
hand over Najibullah 


KABUL (Agencies)-- The Ma- 
mie gove rnm ent on Sunday asked 
foe united Nations to hand over 
ousted President Najibullah to 
stand trial for war crimes. Homs 
earlier, the last foreign U.N. per- 
sonnel in Kabul evacuated foe 

a %ie only U.N. personnel re- 
maining in Kabul, wracked by 
warfare between forces of the 
Islamic interim government and a 
renegade rebel faction, are 
Afghans. They did not im- 
mediately respond to the govern- 
ment’s request, and a spokesman 
at U.N, headquarters in New 
York refused to comment. 

Mr. Najibullah, foe Soviet-in- 
stalled president and former head 
of foe secret* police, has been 
b iding in a U.N. compound in 
Kah iif since his attempt on April 
16 to flee the city as it fell to 
rebels fail ed- The compound is 
hidden behind high walks topped 
with colls of barbed wire and 
guarded by government troops. 

U.N. offices have diplomatic 
immunity from entry by foreign 
governments, so foe new Afghan 


seize Mr. Najibullah. 

Fighting between the renegade 
fundamentalist Hezb-e-Islami re- 
bel faction and forces of the 
interim government intensified 
Sunday. Rocket barrages crashed 
into Kabul, hitting homes and 
causing at least four deaths and 
wounding about 100 people. 

The United Nations has been 
evacuating its foreign representa- 
tives because of the fighting, 
which has caused more destruc- 
tion in Kabul in foe past four 
months than during foe entire 
14-year war foe rebels waged to 
oast Mr. Najibullah’s co mmunis t 
government 

At least 1,800 people have 
been killed, many of them 
women and children, in two 
weeks of bloody factional fighting 
in Kabul, foe United Nations 
said. 

Several thousand have been 
injured since Hezb-e-Islami Mu- 
jahedeen and government forces 
joined battle two weeks ago, a 
senior U.N. official said in Isla- 
mabad, Pakistan. 

An estimated 126,000 of foe 
1.5 million residents of foe bat- 
tered Afghan capita] have fled, 
Sofoios Monsoons, personal rep- 
resentative of foe U.N. secretary- 


general in Afghanistan and Pakis- 
tan, said in a statement. 

U.N. agencies working in 
Afghanistan have prepared an 
emergency package of 510 million 
**tp address the urgent humanita- 
rian needs of the countty arising 
from foe current hostilities.” he 
added. 

More than 1,800 civilians have 
been killed, with a high death ton 
among women and children, he 
said . . 

“Among foe 17 hospitals in 
Kabul, only eight are minimally 
functioning with 2,403 beds," be 
said, adding that all had been hit 
by rocket fire. 

The few remaining doctors are 
unable to provide medical and 
surgical services due to lack of 
electricity, water and essentia] 
medicines such as anaesthetics, 
intravenous fluids and bandages. 

Food is becoming scarce and 
prices have soared. The price of 
one kilogramme of wheat has 
more *han doubled in two weeks 
and most shops and markets are 
dosed. 

More than 100 families are 
arriving daily at foe Pakistan 
border. 

Hours before the Kabul gov- 
ernment asked for Mr. Najibunah 
to be handed over, foe last three 
foreign U.N. officials left Kabul 
early Sunday on an overland 
route to Pakistan. 

Deputy Foreign Munster Na- 
jibullah Lafraie said a letter 
asking for Mr. Najibullah was 
delivered to the U.N. offices in 
Kabul. 

Mr. Najibullah has been ac- 
cused of being responsible, 
directly or indirectly, for the ex- 
ecutions of thousands of political 
prisoners and the disappearances 
of as many as a quarter-million 
people daring the civil war. 

Mr. Lafraie said the govern- 
ment assured the United Nations 
in its letter that it would protea 
Mr. Najibullah while its forces 
battle the dissident rebels. The 
Foreign Ministry official said that 
after peace is restored, the for- 
mer president would stand trial. 

“we will provide security for 
him until the situation in Kabul 
improves and then he will stand 
trial according to international 
law,” Mr. Lafraie told reporters. 

In New York, U.N. spokesman 
Velekays Nonguaza said he had 
no comment on the government’s 
demand. 
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Israeli Arabs slam U.N., West over Bosnia 

NAZARETH (AP) — Israeli Muslims protesting massacre* of 
Muslims in Bosma-Herzegovina sharply criticised foe United 
Nations and foe West for inaction Saturday. The 4,000-strong 
peaceful demonstration 1 was oiganised by Israeli Islamic fun- 


peaceful demonstration 1 was organised by Israeli Islamic fun- 
damentalist movements affiliated to the Muslim Brotherhood. 
Most of foe placards carried by the 4,000 demonstrators singled out 
U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghah, calling him a “coward” 
and an “American agent-” Another placard read, “superpowers 


who proved brave in Iraq are suddenly cowards and paralysed ” 
Other placards described foe Serbs as Nazis and murderers. 


aid for the refugees, which they said foe Israeli foreign ministry had 
prom ised to transport to Bosnia. Israel sent 14 tonnes of food and 
supplies to foe region earlier this week, some of it contributed by 
private Israeli citiz ens. O rganisers also said they were hoping that 
Israel s mterior muiistry would respond positively this week to their 
request to bring Bosnian orphan refugees into Israel. Few of foe 
demonstrators were from Nazareth itself. About half of the 
population town where foe Bible says Jesus grew up is Christian. 
Two weeks ago, Arab and Jewish Israelis gathered in foe Arab 
Israeli town of Tlra to protest foe massacres in Bosnia. 

Israel’s minister to visit U.S. over scandal 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Justice Minister TOavid Ubai will visit 
■ Wafomgton next month to discuss the U.S. investigation of a $40 
nullion defence aid scandal involving an exWeh Tenei^l a 
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Ministry to regularly test food 
for traces of poisonous chemicals 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Mututipal . and Rural Affairs 
and The Environment Sunday 
announced it was embarking on a 
two-year research p rogra m me on 
chemical pollutants which haye 
dangerous effects on humans, wa- 
ter, air and soil. - 

A committee in charge- of mat- .- 
ters related to the pollution of the 
environment will conduct the 
programme with the help of the 
University of Jordan and the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS). 
said Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Abdul Razzak Tubeishat. 

Dr. Tubeishat, who chairs the 
committee, announced that 
JD297.000 have been allocated to 
finance the programme. 

The minister made the. 
announcement at a meeting the 
committee held Sunday to review 
preparations for the commence- 
ment of the programme and mea- 
sures taken by the ministries of 
agriculture and health to curtail 
the use of highly-poisonous pesti- 


cides in fanning processes. 

.A statement following the 
meeting said the committee mem- 
bers reviewed recommendations 
making it mandatory for impor- 
ters of foodstuffs^ particulariy 
meat, to produce a certificate 
from die country of origin pro- 
ving that the sniff ^-cooteins no 
traces of pesticides above the 
minimum level acceptable to the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and the U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO). 

The committee said it will con- 
duct laboratory tests on food- 
stuffs samples collected randomly 
from different areas in the King- 
dom. 

Itjsaid that traces of poisonous 
pesticides could remain, in anim- 
als and fat and , for this reason, 
meat should be tested carefully. 
Furth e rm o r e, ft said, poisonous 
pesticides could appear in 
mothers' milk and human fat as 
well as all types of cereals and 
animal feed and could be trans- 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saqqaf receives Australian delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Supply Mohammad Saqqaf met 
in his office Sunday with a delegation representing the Australian 
Meat Board. The meeting dealt with Jordan’s imports of 
Australian meat, live sheep and other supplies. 

Jordan takes part in atomic energy, 
electricity meetings 

♦ 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Council of Ministers announced Sunday 
that Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Ati- Abu! Ragheb 
and the Director General of the Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) will take .part in a general meeting of Arab ministers 
responsible for energy and electricity.. The meeting, to be held in 
Damascus in October, will discuss: the electric grid linkag e 
between Iraq, Syria, Egypt,- Turkey and Jordan. The Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources will also take part in the ninth 
meeting of the Executive Council of the Arab Atomic Energy 
Agency due to open in Tunis Monday. Ministry Secretary 
General Aasem Ghoshe, who left for Tunis to take part in the 
meeting Sunday raid that the delegates will discuss foe establish- 
ment of an Arab nuclear science centre in Tunis, among other 
related issues. 

Azraq markets defined' salt 

AZRAQ (Petra) — The A1 Azraq Cooperative Society Sunday 
announced that it will market its new refined table salt in the local 
markets as of foe middle of September. A spokesman for foe 
society said that foe new salt is of an excellent quality and meets 
i international specifications and standards. The society, whose 
k members j^pyesent 97 pe$ffSefr from. the Al Azraq district has 
■„ been, operating. ja salt processing-plant since 198& ,~ 

! HOST holds conference on biological 
technology 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Higher Council for Science and 
Technology (HCST) is currently malting preparations for a 
pan-Arab conference on modem biological technology. A spokes- 
man said that the conference will be held in Amman in April 
1993. 

JUST hosts seminar on communication 
systems 

IRBED (J.T.) — The Umveisitfy of Science and Technology 
(JUST) wiD hold a training course on optical fiber communication 
systems in . cooperation with foe University of Ottawa. The 
course, which is partially sponsored by foe Canadian Internation- 
al Development Agency (CIDA), will open on Aug. 25 and last 
till Sept.,2. Around 50 people will participate in foe course which 
is part of a 5-year cooperation agreement between JUST-and 
University of Ottawa. Under the agreement JUST has been 
receiving aid from foe government of Canada, represented by 
CODA, in the forms of summer research training for its staff, 
sponsorship of Jordanian PhD students at foe University of 
Ottawa, and foe provision of materials for communications 
research in the Department of Electrical Engineering. 

Bataineh reviews health services 

AMMAN (Petra) — Health Minister Aref Bataineh Sunday met 
with direct o rs of hospitals and health centres in the Kingdom and 
discussed with them their needs of medicines and medical 
equipment. The meeting also reviewed difficulties facing hospitals 
and health centres and proposed solutions to these problems. The 
minister stressed the need to facilitate procedures at hospitals and 
health centres with the aim of providing foe best medical services 
to citizens. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

Exhibitions 

☆ Exhibition of watercolour paintings by Sri a m Kanawa at Al 
Bisharat House in Unun A1 Kimdom village, near the Arabian 
Horse Club. 

* Art exhibition by Lebanese artist Basfma Btoufl at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

-A- Art exhibition by Grace Ghamwm Khte t f at foe Royal 
Cultural Centre 

6 Art exhibition by Rami Al Sayyed at Babdna Art GaBery. 


-jV Charity bazaar organised by the society for Palestinian, 
Prisoners at Al Rttd A! AnM school in Sbmdsani opening 
ceremony at 4:30 pjn. 


it Lcctnre “Excavations at North Shonefc Bos Stop” By 

Dr. Graham Phffip of the British Institute in Amman for 
Archaeology and History at the American Institu te for 
Oriental Research (ACOR) — 7 p.m- 


mitted to humans from animate 
and plants. 

Id the course of the program- 
me, foe committee *aid ft would 
draw up a list of foe most danger- 
ous pollutants found in foe sam- 
ples ^that would be. tasted. 

The University of Jordan and 
the RSS will conduct detailed 
tests at their laboratories to'de- 
t ermine the level of traces of 
pesticides found in all foodstuffs 
and in canned food as well as 
cooking oil, the statement said. 

It said that the RSS wjj] con- 
duct. tests on the effects of the 
poQmams. on dam water, soil, fish 
kept in the dam reservoirs and 
drinking water in artesian wells. 

Dr. Tubeishat said that the 
results of the analysis and the 
tests will be published for the 
benefit of die public. 

He said that researchers nil] 
take up to two years to finish 
their work in view of the numer- 
ous samples of products that wili 
undergo tests and analysis. 


Swiss envoy Jordanians react with joy to King’s 
Amman 1 recovery, wish him safe return home 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Swiss envoy 
arrived in Amman Sunday carrying a 
menage from the President of the 
Swiss Federation io His Majesty King 

Hussein on the outcome of the Earth 
Summit, which was held in Rio de 
Janeiro last June. 

Mr. Pierre Ives Simonin is expected 
to meet with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hasan, the Regent,, 
and deliver the message to him, Jor- 
dan News Agency, Pttra. said. 

Petra said rhe envoy was also sche- 
duled to hold talks with Foreign 
Munster Kamel Abu Jaber, Minister 
of Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Abdul Razzak 
T ubeish a t and other officials on foe 
creation of a U.N.-sponsored com- 
mittee to deal with issues related to 
sustainable development as proposed 
by the Rio wmm it. 

Switzerland seeks to host the pro- 
jected committee in Geneva, accord- 
ing to Petra. 

Tbe committee will be formally 
initiated daring the U.N. -General 
Assembly meetings in New York on 
Sept. IS. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanians 
received witl i joy tbe news about 
die success of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s surgery is foe United 
States. They expressed their joy 
through cables of goodwill, con- 
tact. 

With Jordan Radio and Televi- 
sion, gatherings at provincial gov- 
ernor's offices and cables sent to 
the Royal . Court. 

The happy feelings over the 
suebess of the operation were 
expressed by notables, mayors, 
leading politicians. Parliament 
members and other prominent 
public figures in various governo- 
rates. 

Tbe Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, reported that people went out 
into the streets to da pea and sing 
national songs and to distribute 
sweets to the school children in 
expression of their joy. 

Mohammad Abu Kaff, Mada- 
ba mayor, spoke on behalf of tbe 
city residents, expressing their 


joy over tbe success of foe opera- 
tion and wishing tbe King speedy 

recovery. 

Tafileh Mayor Suleiman 
Hreisat paid tribute to foe King’s 
efforts at all levels, promising his 
wisdom, and wishing his a speedy 
recovery. 

Other mayors, parliamenta- 
rians and public figures and offi- 
cials in various parts of the King- 
dom were reported by Petra as 
having expressed great happiness 
over tbe recovery of the King and 
wishing him a safe return home. 

Petra said the people of Kura 
district in Northern Jordan as 
well as Tribal chieftains in the 
surrounding area gathered at tbe 
district governor’s office to ex- 
press their rejoice over foe suc- 
cess of the operation. Notables, 
who spoke to the district gov- 
ernor, expressed their readiness 
to offer any sacrifice for foe King. 
Later sent cables of congratula- 
tions to foe Royal court. 




Indian minister stresses Delhi’s support for Arab causes 


By a Joran Times Staff Reporter 

RAMTHA — Indian Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Eduar- 
do Ealeiro arrived here Sunday 
overland from Syria for talks with 
Jordanian officials on the Arab- 
Israefi peace process and bilateral 
relations. 

Official - meetings, including 
talks with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Re- 
gent, and Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber are scheduled 
for Monday. 

“I am here to reiterate India's 
commitment to the Middle East 
peace process and hope that tbe 
ongoing (Arab-Israeli) negotia- 
tions would lead to the imple- 
mentation of United Nations 
Security Council resolutions 242 
and 338.” Mr. Faleiro told the 
Jordan Times shortly after his 
arrival at the Syrian-Jordanian 
border post of Ramtha, about iGO 
kilometres northwest of Amman. 

“There has been no change in 
Imfia’s consistent support for the 
Arab causes,” Mr. Faleiro said in 
a reference to New Delhi’s deci- 
sion earlier this year to establish 
diplomatic relations with Israel. 
.../’We support the implementa- 
tion. Of 242 and 338/wbich call for 
Israeli wi thdra wal from the oc out 
pied territories,’’ he .stressed. 

“We support tbe Palestinian 
right to have their own homeland 
in their land and security and 
stability for all countries in foe 
region,” he said. 


“This is the same message I am 
c a rr yin g to Jordan.” he said, de- 
scribing bis visit to Syria and 
Jordan as a “familiarisation trip.” 
In Jordan, the Indian minister 
is also expected to focus on eco- 
nomic relations. The trade ba- 
lance. between the two countries 
is heavily in favour of Jordan, 
which exported phosphates, 
potash and related products 
worth $161 million to India in 
1991, while its imports from India 
totalled $75 million. 

“We would be looking into 
ways and means to achieve a 
better balance m trade with Jor- 
dan,” he said. 

He described Indo-Jordanian 
relations as “excellent, dating 
bade to many years” and express- 
ed hope that bis talks here 
would contribute to “further 
strengthening them.” 

In Damascus, Mr. Faleiro held 
talks with President Hafez Al 
Assad and other Syrian offidals 
including Prime Minister 
Mahmoud Zoubi and Vice- 
President Abdul Halim Khad- 
dam. 

Mr. Faleiro said his discussions 
in Damascus essentially covered 
the same topics that be would . 
discuss- in Jordan in addition to 
specifics oa relations between Id- ; 
dim and Syria. ’ 

While Mr. Faleiro did not go 
into details about tbe political 
content of his talks in Damascus, 
sources dose to the discussions 
said the Syrian President gave foe 


impression that his government 
(fid not expect any breakthrough 
in the peace process before the 
American presidential elections. 

“Syria is determined to ensure 
that foe Arabs are not used as 
pawns to benefit anyone in foe 
American election race,” said 
one of the sources. “This position 
appears to have been given addi- 
tional strength with foe (recent) 
American agreement to grant $10 
billion in loan guarantees to 
Israel,” added foe source, who 
preferred anonymity. 

“Syria believes that tire loan 
guarantees have cast serious 
doubts on the American role as 
an honest mediator in the peace 
talks,” according to the source. 

Alarming as foe loan guaran- 
tees are. Syria is more alarmed by 


tire “reaffirmation (by President 
George Bush) of the American- 
Israeli strategic alliance,” foe 
source added. 

Mr. Faleiro extended an invita- 
tion to President Asad to visit 
India, which tbe Syrian leader 
accepted, but no date was set. 

Mr. Faleiro’s schedule in Am- 
man includes meetings with foe 
beads of the international rela- 
tions committees of foe Upper 
and Lower Houses of Parliament, 
Husni Shiyab and Marwan Al 
Qasem, respectively. 

The Indian minister was re- 
ceived at Ramtha border post by 
tire head of foe Political Relations 
Department at the Foreign Minis- 
try Qasem Gbzawi and other 
senior officials. 


Children fund team visits Salt 


SALT (Petra) — A delegation 
representing foe International 
Save the Children Fund met Sun- 
day with Salt Mayor Abdul Raz- 
zaq Ensour at Salt Municipality 
and discussed with him the pros- 
pect of launching several of the 
organisation’s projects in foe city. 

" The delegation briefed Dr. En- 
sour on foe objectives of foe \ 
organisation in the field of de- ; 
veloping and •‘promoting tradi- i 
tional handicrafts and utilising 
them in supporting needy fami- 
lies. 

The mayor reviewed with the 
delegation his municipality’s cam- 


paigns to preserve old buddings 
in foe city. 

These measures also included 
conducting studies in cooperation 
with Al Salt Construction Cor- 
poration and the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) on downtown Salt , 
to define archaeological sites in 
it. He said the rity is also calling 
on the - United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) to clas- 
sify Sait as one of the internation- 
al archaeological cities. 

The delegation then visited 
several buddings- 


Jordan participates in Izmir fair 
hoping to boost industrial exports 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is 
participating in foe Izmir Interna- 
tional Fair which is due to open 
on Wednesday and is (Ssplaying 
samples of products from more 
than 100 Jordanian firms. 

Minister of Industry and Trade 
Abdullah Ensour, accompanied 
by an official delegation, left Am- 
man for Turkey Sunday to attend 
foe Opening of foe fair in which 
•Jordan is participating for foe 
first time since the annual event 
started in 1981. 

The Jordanian pavilion at foe 
fair is displaying an assortment of 
products ranging from electrical 
appliances to fu r ni t ur e, kitchens, 
foodstuffs, scent, determents, che- 
mical products, cosmetics, televi- 
sion sets and cigarettes, among 
other items. 

Offidals at tbe Jordan De- 
velopment and Commercial Cen- 
tres Corporation (JEDCO), 
which organised Jordan’s parti- 
cipation in tire fair, said that 80 
countries are participating in the 
Izmir event which wOl last for 10 
days. 

JEDCO offidals said that apart 
from Izmir, Jordan will partici- 
pate in international fairs to be 


held this year in Damascus, 
Tunis, Taiwan and Morocco, with 
foe purpose of promoting tire 
sales of Jordanian products 
a broad . 

JEDCO director told the Jor- 
dan Times last month that tire 
corporation’s ultimate goal is to 
help national companies market 
their products in foreign coun- 
tries. 

“International fairs represent a 
good opportunity for national 
products to enter foreign mar- 
kets,” said JEDCO Director 
Rima Khalaf Hunaidi. 

According to Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade officials. Dr. 
Ensour will hold talks with his 
Turkish counterpart on promot- 
ing Jordanian-Turitish economic 
ana trade exchanges and on orga- 
nising tbe transit of Turkish 
goods passing through Jordan to 
tire Gulf states. ^ 

According to these offidals, 
Jordanian-Turkish trade amounts 
to $150 million annually. Jordan 
imports foodstuffs* meat and 
cereals from Turkey and sells it 
phosphate and potash. 

In June this year. Turkey and 


Jordan signed an agreement 
opening foe way for Turkey to 
buy more Jordanian potash, 
phosphate and also aluminium 
floaride, phosphoric acid and in- 
dustrial minerals to adjust the 
trade balance between the two 
countries which is heavily in 
favour of Turkey. 

Tbe agreement was reached 
after a four-day meeting in Am- 
man, and was signed by Dr. 
Ensour and Turkish Minister of 
State Ennan Sabin. 

Amman Mayor Mohammad 
Bashir also left Amman for Ank- 
ara Sunday at the head of an 
official delegation. Municipality 
sources said that foe mayor and 
his delegation will conduct talks 
with tire mayor of Ankara on 
enhancing cooperation between 
the Turkish and Jordanian capit- 
als. 

They said Mr. Bashir plans to 
sign an agreement with Ankara 
mayor on foe exchange of exper- 
tise in city planning and in train- 
ing personnel in matters related 
to maintenance, parks, gardens, 
transportation, roads and tbe en- 
vironment. 


REPORTER’S NOTEBOOK 

Peace for our time? 


lir Seminar, hi Arabic, entitled “WB1 a political gettienMt cause 
an Israeli economic domination m foe And) World?” at the 
Scientific and cultural Centra of Abdul Bameed Shaman 
Foundation — 6 pjn. 


By Laney Salisbury 

Special to the Jordan Times 

| KING HUSSEIN BRIDGE — 
Minutes before foe Palestinian 
delegation to the peace talks 
foundered across foe rickety 
planks of the Iking Hussein 
Bridge, alone Korean pedalling 
for peace on his bike was stopped 
in his tracks by Israeli authorities. 

Beneath a high sun, the cyclist 
appeared tike a mirage in the 
quiet of the midday soporific heat 
of Shuneh. His red, blade, and 
blue 80th Korean flag snapped in 
foe breeze, and ins spokes, click- 
ing as be trudged back tbe bridge 
to Jordan, shimmered in the 
glare. 

Tomorrow is another day to try 
to reach Jerusalem. 

like the delegates, be too is on 
a miss ion for peace in the Middle 
East 

Minutes later, blue Jett bis 
carrying tbe 28 Palestinian dele- 
gates sp ‘ J ->*»-» irXt 


backdrop of the sun-seared 
mountains hiding Jericho. 

It roared passed the blue star of 
Israel, took tire muddy water of 
tire River Jordan bead on and 
baited in a doud of dust at foe 
sandbag of Jordan's monitoring 
station. 

Tbe doors opened and em er g ed 
Palestinian spokeswoman Hanao 
Aahrawi with tbe accompanying blast 
of airamditioonig. 

“Everybody came, everybody cros- 
sed and we didn’t sign a single pap- 


er,” she told the Jordan Times with a 
confident smile. Dr. Asbnrari was 
referring to tire Israeli demand last 
Friday mat five of tbe delegates pea a 
document in order to leave tbe occu- 
pied territories for tbe sixth found of 
peace talks in Washington. 

Tbe demand created a two-day 
delay over what tbe Israelis called a 
travel procedure insisted tbe Palesti- 
nians bat an “indignity.’ 1 

Bat tiiis time the trip went smooth- 
ly, with “no interference, no delay, 
'no harassment,” tbe spokeswoman 
said. 

Sneakine with her bade to the 


Israeli outpost perched tike a vulture 
on the moumaimop behind. Dr. 
Ashrawps sounded jubilance. 

Tbe delegation “win be given tbe 
status and treatment comensurate 
with tbe task ... tbe delegation is very 
keen and determined to make tins a 
decisive round.” she said. 

Fbr a split second, imminent suc- 
cess at tbe next round of negotiations 
seemed certain. 

A bus laden with Palestinians and 
suitcases trundled across rite bridge to 
the Wes Bank. In one idling jitney, a 
driver erupted into laughter as the 
muffled sound of passengers giggling 
floated across tins border post that 
bas the air of a bus station. 

Nearby, banana fronds swelled in 
the breeze time with the reeds along 
the river bank as tbe water dis- 
appeared into a thicket of green 
bra*. 

Israeli soldiers kicked up dust and 
milled around sandhagsc white a 
shout’s distance away Jordanian sol- 
diers and residents learned against a 
parked black Mercedes nibbling 


One can't help wondering where 
that pedfler of peace will be tomar- 
row? 


New 

polysterin 
factory 
established 
in Jordan 
Valley 

NORTH SHUNEH (Petra) — 
Director General of die Agri- 
cultural Marketing Organisation 
(AMO) Salem Al Lawzi 
announced Sunday the establish- 
ment of a Jordanian company for 
mamifacturing polysterin crates. 

He said tire company, with a 
capital of JD 1 million, wfi] be 
leasing these crates for farmers as 
of tire next agricultural season. 

Dr. Lawzi, who was speaking 
at a meeting with agricultural 
officials in foe North Shuneh 
district in the Jordan Valley, said 
AMO aims to create new markets 
for Jordan’s agricultural produce. 
He said foe organisation keeps 
initiating programmes to promote 
agricultural exports and does not 
place any limitations on exporting 
these products. Dr. Lawzi said 
that die volume of annual agri- 
cultural exports have totalled 500 
tonnes. 

Dr. Laws said that Jordan’s 
exports to tire Gulf states have 
dropped drastically following the 
Gulf crisis and tire ensuing war. 
The problem was even aggra- 
vated, be said, when some coun- 
tries started to depend heavily on 
their local produce, tints creating 
an agricultural marketing crisis. 

Dr. Lawzi attributed “the 
tomato crisis,” which plagued 
Jordan Valley fanners this sum- 
mer to foe incapability of foe 
Kingdom’s tomato paste factories 
to deal with the surplus. He 
affirmed that raising tire tomato 
parte plant’s capacity would, even 

lead to increasing the area of land 

planted with tomatoes. 

Agriculture Minister Fayez 
Khasawneh said in a statement 
last month that a dunum of land 
can produce up to 5,000 tonnes of 
tomatoes in average annually, bat 
this year each dunum produced 
9,000 tonnes, overloading the loc- 
al market and the processing 
.plants. 

. During the meeting. Dr. Lawzi 
afco talked about the cropping 
patteros, saying tbe cropping pat- 
tens were originally introduced 
to serve small farmers and to 
organise the agricultural produc- 
tion process- 



Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Field Marshal Fathi Abu 
Taleb voided the Jordanian 
armed forces feelings of overjoy 
over tbe success of the King’s 
operation. 

In a cable he sent Sunday to 
King Hussein, Held, Marshal 
Abu Taleb i said officers and 
troops in the armed forces pledge 


allegiance and express deep affec- 
tion and loyalty to their leader, 
wishing him speedy recovery. 

Mr. Abu Taleb said that King 
Hussein has been instrumental in 
building up the Jordanian armed 
forces to serve as a shield defend- 
ing the Arab World and enhanc- 
ing the security and stability of 
the Kingdom. 


Arab-Japanese dialogue to 
discuss new world order 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amman- 
based Arab Thought Forum 
(ATF) is organising tbe third rural 
of the Arab-Japanese dialogue in 
Amman on Sept. 19 in coopera- 
tion with the Japanese National 
Research Institute (JNRI). 

An ATF statement issued here 
Sunday said that participants in 
the two-day meeting will review a 
host of topics including the 
ideological, political, economic 
and legal processes which have 
led to foe creation of foe so-called 
new world order, with particular 
stress on foe distribution of world 
power. 

The meeting will also review 
the concept of collective security 
and means for settling foe Middle 
East conflict 

Participants in the meeting are 
also scheduled to discuss the new 
wo rid economic order and its 
impact on Japan as well as tire 
Arab World, foe ATF said. 

' Participants will also take part 
in a roundtable discussion to de- 


bate the role advanced industrial, 
nations play in Third World coun- 
tries, whether this role entails 
imposing hegemony or is based 
on mutual cooperation. The 
roundtable will discuss foe South- 
South cooperation within the 
framework of the new world 
order. 

The first Arab-Japanese dia- 
logue was organised by the ATF 
m Ammn in 1989, and the second 
was held in Tokyo in 1991. 

The ATF, wliich was estab- 
lished in 1981 through the efforts 
of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent 
groups Arab and non-Arab think- 
ers. politicians and scholars from 
a wide sector through-out the 
Arab World. _ ‘ 

Personalities involved in tire 
ATF represent non. : 
governmental organisation arid 
gather regularly to discuss politicr 
al economic and other issues of 
concern to foe Arab World. 


JTA holds seminar on 
stimulating investment 


AMMAN (J.T:) — ThiiiJtiMan 
Trade Association (JTA) is hold- 
ing a specialised symposium on 
Sept. 2 to discuss appropriate 
measures for stimulating future 
investment in the Kingdom. 

An ATC statement said that 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Abdullah Ensour and representa- 
tives of foe private sector will 
take part in tire meeting. 

It said that foe tymposhim will 
be one more link in a long chain 
of seminars to be held monthly to 
.lay the foundation for a proper 
dialogue among foe government 
and foe private sector on econo- 
mic issues in the country. The 
symposium will be in tine until 
government policies aimed at 
promoting the role of the private 
sector in socio-economic develop- 
ment foe statement said. 

ATC sources said that each of 


tire seminars mil tackle a specific 
topic dealing with economic atiyi; 
ties involving the private and 
public sectors. Tbe Seminars it 
said, aim at avoiding all negative 
aspects now marring foe national 
economy and introducing new 
positive trends that would prom- 
ote economic growth in the coifri-’ 

try- . 

In a statement earlier this? 
month, JTA President Samijj 
Darwazeb said that his associa- 
tion was mainly trying to market 
Jordanian products abroad an^ 
was striving to find markets in 
Europe South East Asia Libypj 
and Sudan. Apart from that, he 
said, JTA was working in coop^ 
eration with the Ministry of Iih 
dustry and Trade, to promofth 
investment mainly in industrial 
projects. It 


Jordanian children dance to 
the tune of Disney Songs 


By Laney Salisbury ' 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Bored of taking 
your kids to the amusement 
park? Next time, tug them along 
to foe Disney Summer Show, a 
medley of songs, scripts and steps 
of Walt Disney characters from 
Mickey Mouse to Marry Poppins. 

Created by sisters Bella Naz- 
zal, 25, and Shireen Abu Khader, 
19, foe summer show is per- 
formed by 22 students from their 
first ever Disney Summer Music 
Camp. 

“It’s a chance for kids to take 
over, to create something and 
then go out on stage and be out in 
front,” said Mrs. Nazzal, a 1988 
University of Southern California 
graduate in liberal and perform- 
ing arts. 

Tbe show, at foe International 
Baccalaureate School stage until 
Monday night, starts off with a 
teen blackened in soot singing the 
chimney sweeping solo Chim 
Chhn Cher-ee. 

With tire sweep of a broom, the ‘ 
programme moves into a medley 
of famous Disney tunes as perfor- 
mers aged eight to 15 tumble onto 
stage. From Tweedle Dum to 
Tweedle Dee to the cool couple 
of foe Aristocats, students sing 
every thing from Zip-A-Dee- 
Doo-Dab to “SupercalifragiJis- 

ticexpialidodous.” 

The little Mermaid and Beau- 
ty and the Beast were also per- 
formed in die 10 minute produc- 
tion that could only have been 
pulled off with the energy of 
children. In their skits and stage 
sets, the entertainers take yon to 
the rooftops of London, the 
fathoms of tbe sea, and foe 


flower-potted villages of France^ 

“The beauty of Walt Disney 15; 
there are lots of different charaC-' 
ters that the kids are familiar, 
with. The music is also versatile^ 
flexible,” said Shireen, a musu£. 
education and theatre major 
Oberiin College, Ohio. 

The show is foe culmination qf ; 
a month-long music camp where.; 
students learn professional' 
theatre and music through song' - 
dance and drama. The intensive.. 
JD 90 course concentrates more | 
on children “feeling foe beat” J 
than on “sitting in chairs reading ■ 
books,” Shireen said. [ 

“In a way I was more satisfied ■ 
with the excitement of tbe chO- j 
dren during class than with the i 
production. They really wanted ! 
to learn," said Bella, a former I 
teacher at the Orthodox School, i 
who added that tbe camp offers ! 
children a chance to make a ; 
break from television and over- i 
come stage-fright. 

Tbe two women say they hope 
to hold the camp next year and 
are considering plans to either 
form a dub or institution. ... 

“We have lots of ideas for the 
future. We are in between a club 
and an institution. A dub syiU 
give us more freedom to create. 
An institution may be more res- 
trictive,” Mrs. N azzal said. 

' As the production’s dosing 
song, Mickey Mouse March, 
goes, “now it’s time to say good- 
bye to all our company ... “M-i-o- 
-see you real soon...” ' 

Tickets costs JD 3 and pro- 
ceeds go to the scholarship fund 
of foe Ahliyya School for Girls ,> 
which cooperated in tire produc- 
tion of the cost and designed the 
show. 
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No fly, won’t go 

THE WESTERN plan to set op a “no-fly zone” in 
southern Iraq ostensibly to protect the Shiites Grom 
alleged genocide by Baghdad has drawn fire from 
various circles, especially from the Middle East region, 
and for a good cause. The foreign minister, Dr. Kamel 
Abn Jaber, condemned the move Saturday and 
described it as “an attempt to infringe on the 
sovereignty” of Iraq. “Any move designed to harm the 
unity of the Iraqi people,” Dr. Abn Jaber went on to 
say, “wiD shake the stability and security of the whole 
region.” 

This is a declaration of policy that cannot be taken 
lightly. It reflects deep-rooted fears and anxieties by a 
number of nations around the world that the latest 
Western move to set up an air exclusion zone in 
southern Iraq may usher in a new era of Lebanonisa- 
tfon into the Middle East region. That kind of worry 
may indeed expose the peoples and nations of the 
region to unprecedented dangers the toll consequences 
of which can never be measured before hand. There is 
little wonder then that there is a chorus of voices 
uttered against the Washington -Lon don-Paris move 
emanating from Turkey, Syria, Iran and other coun- 
tries. This break with what can easily be described as 
Western hegemony over the U.N. Security Council 
could be the start of a chain reaction across the globe. 
The international community is against Western 
manipulation of the U.N. system especially when it is 
intended to prosecute certain dubious policies of 
capitals like Washington and London. 

Against such a backdrop, these Western powers are 
reeling back from the severe criticism directed at them 
and appear to have gone on the defensive in expl aining 
their intentions as not -aiming to divide up Iraq or 
Baikanise it. Still, notwi thstanding the assurances of 
Washington and its allies, some capitals appear to be 
playing with fire by going ahead with unilateral plans 
to interfere so crudely into Iraq’s internal affairs in a 
brazenly suspicions manner. Shouldn’t people ask, for 
instance, why the human rights situation in southern 
Iraq should be more important than that in the centre 
of the country? With the only difference between the 
Iraqis in the sooth and in the middle being artificial at 
best, any attempt to create a rift between the Sunnis 
and Shiites has to be seen as a dangerous ploy to 
strengthen sectarianism and religious strife across the 
entire Middle East and Gulf regions. This part of the 
world is already a powderkeg over a host of other 
conflicts. To introduce to the peoples and countries of 
the region new ominous kinds of strife will endanger 
even more the future of many generations to come as 
well as neighbouring areas. The first casualty of any 
such exacerbation would be the ongoing Arab-Isradi 
peace process. It would indeed be a tragedy to add fuel 
to the fire instead of striving to begin a new chapter in 
the history of the Middle East. 


THE ISRAELI media and propaganda organs are busy nowadays 
advocating the idea of maintaining a strong Jewish state with a 
military power far exceeding those of the Arab countries put 
together, said AI Ra’iArabic daily Sunday. Israel is justifying this 
concept as a necessary requirement to stem the powers of Iraq, 
Iran and Libya and to maintain stability in the region, the paper 
said. Indeed, such a campaign, coupled with open support from 
Washington, indicates that Israel is being prepared to take pan in 
the expected aggression on Iraq which is now faring a U.S.- 
orchestrated campaign for partition, the paper pointed out. The 
paper warned the U.S. against employing Israel as the bully of the 
Middle East and against encouraging the Jewish state to launch 
aggression on Libya or Iraq because, said the paper, this would 
deal a heavy blow to the whole Middle East peace process. 
Furthermore, said the paper, any U.S.-led aggression on Iraq can 
lead to the same consequences and cast a dark could over 
Washington’s credibility. Any aggression on Iraq, in the name of 
the United Nations or otherwise, can only backfire in the form of 
a series of acts of violence in the Gulf and other areas of the world 
and could result in the collapse of the Arab- Israeli peace 
negotiations, warned the daily. 

IN HIS desperate attempt to win votes for his reelection as 
president, George Bush bragged about his success in the foreign 
arena, begging the American public to forgive him for his failure 
to five up to their expectations on the domestic front in the past 
four years, said a columnist in Al Dnstour daily. Mohammad 
Kawash said that President Bush stood before the Republican 
convention coasting that he came out victorious in the Gulf war, 
he had starved the innocent children of Iraq through the embargo, 
helped unify Germany, contributed to the collapse of the Soviet 
Union and helped bring about democracy in Nicaragua, but he 
failed to mention a single achievement at the domestic front.. At 
the same time, Mr. Bush apologised for having increased taxes 
and for having foiled to improve the living conditions of the 
American people, promising he will do better the next time, 
noted the writer. He said that by bragging about atrocities his 
troops committed against Iraq, Mr. Bush is trying to ensure 
success at home and by giving promises, which the American 
public can never accept or believe in. the president is striving to 
offset foe lead his opponent. Bill Clinton, has made in the opinion 
polls. The writer said that the Americans, who see their economy 
recreating all the time and their country leading the world towards 
the of edge of a catastrophe through their president’s adventures, 
know the situation better than that, and they can by no means 
reelected George Bush. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waieed Sadi 


A press law is not j 


The draft law on press and publication is indeed problematical 
and controversial. The more one goes through it the more it 
becomes dear that the overall tone of the proposed new 
legislation is unduly restrictive and punitive. There are more 
articles in the new law, purporting to govern the regime of 
publication and the freedom of the press under conditions of 
pluralistic democracy, that stipulate what the press and mass 
media cannot do than what they can do. In the same vein, there; 
are heaps of provisions that aim to punish the members of media 
in Jordan, and indeed outside the Kingdom, if they were “found” 
to have deviated from the prescribed restrictive guideliness. 

By way of a general comment, one wonders whether indeed -the 
country needs a press law in the Gist place, given the fact that it 
has ushered in a new and vibrant era of mulct-party democracy. I 
personally found that the theme of the new law is anathema to the 
spirit of the new parliamentary democracy and wonder if in fact a 
democratic country like Jordan may actually tolerate the enact- 
ment of such a body of laws. This observation begs an even wider 
observation, to wit, whether a democratic country as Jordan 
needs a Ministry of Information in the first place. 

By and large, ministries of information are features of 
undemocratic regimes and therefore there is a real cause .to 
question whether democratic Jordan needs a Ministry of Informa- 
tion, much less a press law. A more subtle and democratic way of 
disseminating information in the country, and in the defense of its 
policies, is to create informational departments within each and 
every relevant governmental ministry or department rather than 
to have one overpowering umbrella ministry purporting to control 
and supervise the administration of mass media in the country. 

It would be much more appropriate to the new image of the 
Kingdom to have public relations sections in relevant governmen- 
tal ministries and agencies with a mandate to amplify, clarify or 


even defend a certain policy or practice related to any snefa 

- .. j .in., MiatMlinireedMn 


table with 


law is necessary in a democratic soaeqr. 

In specific terms, the new law on press and publication is 
wanting in any case. Take for starters Article 3 which states mat 
free expression of opinions is guaranteed to Jordan ians . Does mat 
mean that legal residents of the country who are not Jordanian 
nationals wuF be denied such a basic human right? 

The contents of such articles as 4, 6, 7, 8 can be better provided 
form the laws that govern the Jordanian Press Association astney 
aim to spell out the functions and duties of the members of the 
press in general. 

Article 9 is very problematical and probably could be struck out 
in due course as contrary to the Constitution and som e of the 
international treaties that Jordan had ratified. To begin wMs, its 
wording is so vague that it calls for judicial interpretation. Tin mat 
point in time, the members of the press in Jordan will be at a loss 
on how to inteipret the proscription of publications against 
principles related to freedom, national responsibility, hum an 
rights. Above all, the call by this article for the respect of “truth’ 
and the “p rin c ip les and standards of the Arab and Islamic 
nations” are something no two can agree on in these times 
when Arabism is all but dead and the Islami c World is wide split 
on many grounds. The Arab countries are hardly on talking 


and constitutional rights and freedoms of otl^. Th^is some 

17,lSl9 ob^^beloD^to 

expressed in the by-laws of the country’s press association, civil 
and criminal codes. 

Article 36 bekmgs again to the laws and regulations of Jordan 
Press Association. 

The purviews of Article 42 can also be better taken rare of 
within me framework of the new law on press and publications in 
view of their nature winch is essentially cr imin al prohibition. In 
any case, paragraphs 7 and 8 of the same article need judicial 
construction in due course as they lack clarity. If the intention 
here is to prohibit defamation and slander, as dearly is the case 
nwfar paragraph 8 of this article, then the appropriate place for 
such legislation would be in the civil and criminal codes of the 
country. 


terms, much less in agreement on matters of principles and mores. 
The fate of the Islamic World is not that; much better. 

As for article 10, its contents likewise belong to the by-laws of 


criminal jurisdiction over all criminal cases arising out of the draft 
law as belonging to the Court of First Instance. Strangely enough, 
the draft law is silent on cavQ responsibilities arising from the 


application of the new law and is likewise silent on the jurisdiction 
of the court systems in the country over such matters as if they 
were not envisaged as arising at all! 

It appears therefore that the new law was not well considered 
neither from a policy perspective nor from a legal perspective. 
Under the circumstances, the draft law needs to be sent back for 
reconsideration. 


ick for 


Harvesting billions vs. hospital administration 


By Mo hammad Zakaria 


Before President George Bush 
approved loan guarantees Israel’s 
request for $10 billion in to 
absorb Jewish immigrants from 
- the former Soviet Union, Palesti- 
nian and Israeli delegations were 
going to engage in frantic bilater- 


mighi lead to. 

This development, I hope, has 
"not come as a shock to anyone. 
Rather, it has certainly raised 
questions regarding the forces 
affecting Mr. Bnsus campaign, 
die implications of the deal he is 
^reported to have struck with the 
Israelis, and the standing of the 
Palestinian delegation. 

Pexsnaliy, I have oven, up on 
what could send Mr. Bush's 
popularity up or down. While 
preparations were being made for 
the Gulf war, we were told that 
the U.S. President's popularity 
was going to improve a great 
deal, since he was going to 
cleanse the American conscious- 
ness,' once and for all, of the 
disgrace of the Vietnam defeat. 
The average American was de- 
picted as suffering through sleep- 
less night after sleepless night 


vage whatever had remained or 
his reelection campaign. 

■ The idea was that each side had 
a vested interest in avoiding an 
unpleasant scene: Mr. Bush prac- 
tising resume — writing after the 
November elections. Now that 
the loans have been approved, 
however, the Palestinian delega- 
tion is in a quandary as to what to 
do: Should they opt for the Scyfla 
of resuming negotiations under 
these adverse conditions, or the. 
Chaiybdis of quitting the peace 
process altogether, with all the 
unpredictable consequences this 


less mght alter sleepless mght 
fretting over Vietnam. He had to 
go out to Arabia or Irah or 
somewhere to kill someone, or 
else he would go ont oh a ram- 
page, take dope and alcohol, 
drive undnr the influence, rape, 
kill, rnutfl late- end up homeless 
after quitting his job, join orga- 
nised crime, drop high school or 
if necessary primary school. 

Mr. Bush’s rating did indeed 
shoot up after the Gulf war, but 
then it took a tailspiri shortly 
afterwards. We were told, in ex- 
plaining this, that the average 
American was not really in- 
terested in what happens over- 
seas, that he had his daily eye on 
his paycheck, his bills and unem- 
ployment. We took this explana- 
tion' in good forth, since we had to 
believe the rules of interpretation 
that were perched atop the Statue 
of Liberty — beyond our Third 
World reach — crisp, eternal and 
uu win ring. But then the rules 
took such a ridiculous turn that 
even the most naive fourth world 
among us started scratching their 
beads. Mr. Bush’s popularity this, 
time was going to be uplifted 
from its bwrock position not by 
the immediacy ana tenderness of 
any domestic issue, but by grant- 
ing ten billion dollars to Israel, an 
overseas state twice over. 

We couldn't take tins one be- 
cause not only was Mr. Bush 
■ trying to regain his standing in the 
.polls through a foreign policy 
matter — a matter that a while 
age was dismissed as incosequen- 
tial for popularity ups aod.downs- 
but in the process he was infring- 
ing upon 'a hot domestic issue by 
using badly needed money for 
that purpose. In short, Mr. Bush 
tbs time was employing a deadly 
combination of two negative 
■forces, each synergetically com- 
pounding the ill effects of the 
other, to bolster his reelection 
campaign. 

And what about average 
Americans: those we have just 
seen weeping themselves to sleep 
over Vietnam, beating their - 
.breasts over the economy? They 


must be very curious, those aver- 
age Americans! Their mission 
now is very strightforward: “Put 
yourself to the mettle and make 
the two ends meet for the plea- 
sure of seeing those lovely Rus- 
sian Jews snugly settled in Pales- 
tine. And if the two ends don’t 
meet, you’ll meet your maker 
with a conscience as dear as your 
pocket.” 

Such instructions are clearly 
way above the head of the aver- 
age American depicted in the 
polls for he is either made of a 
series of disjoint mental states, 
with mutually invisible rules, or 
else words are being put in his 
mouth. It is not my intention here 
to go into the credibility of the 
polls, for they come with the rules 
of interpretation we witnessed 
earlier at no extra charge. Or 
maybe the -rules come with the 
polls. But it certainly is a bargain, 
and ycru ' save. a'Tot : of thinking 
going for it. And, the amusement 
is galore: You a wateh the rules 
change while chang in g , and that 
is more than you can hope for in a 
John Wayne movie. 

What kind of deal has Mr. 
Bush struck with the Israelis, and 
how could that improve his 
reelection chances? Assuming 
there was a deal, I think that 
overall it should downgrade Mr. 
Bush in the eyes of the voters. 
How come, they may ask, that 
Mr. Bush has delivered the 
goodies to the Israelis in return 
for an outcome that is for from 
guaranteed? If this is Mr. Bush’s 
deal-making style, then God help 
America. Next time he’ll be swin- 
dled by Surinam. Or Belize. And 
what land of deal is this when you 

your private residM^fsti^ht to 
groom your opponent, ana you 
pretend to be cheerful about it? 

Again, assuming there was a 
deal, how would it differ from 
Mr. Reagan’s alleged deal with 
Khomeini to delay the release of 
the American hostages? Surpri- 
singly enough, we can see some 
smkmgparaliels between the two 
deals. Fust, they both bypass the 
American electoral process. If 
the outcome of the elections is to 
be determined clandestinely by 
an issue the American voters 
have bad no chance to vote on, 
then these questions immediately 
spring to the foreront: Whatever 
happened to the campaign issues, 
the platforms, the pageants, the 
endorsements, the orgies, the 
conventions? Second, the two 
deals would be made at the ex- 
pense of some Americans. The 
Iran deal prolonged the captivity 
of some otherwise free Amer- 
icans under savage and primeaval 
conditions, while the Israeli deal 
would deprive many underpri- 
vileged Americans of precious 
money that could be used to 
change their lives. Finally, Mr. 
Bush would be party to toe two 
shady deals. 

Then there is a technical side. 
States could meddle in the inter- 
nal affairs of other states if they 
so wish, but they do it discretely, 
since it is against the law for both 
sides to do so. In this presumed 
deal, however, the Israeli govern- 
ment has flown to Washington, 
struck a deal with the chief execu- 
tive officer to meddle in the 
internal affairs of his country, and 
he cannot wait to break the 'good 
news to Congress, the source of 
ail legislation, and urge its mem- 
bers to go along with the deal! 

How could the Israelis help 
Mr. Bush? To begin with, Amer- 
ican Jews do not vote wholesale 
since there are all sorts of groups 
among them. The net result is 
that the celebrated Jewish vote 
has been roughly split between 
Democrats ana Republicans. The 
other centres of power are Con- 
gress and the press. The Jews 


could help Mr. Bush by urging 
their supporters in Congress to 
approve the loans now, out the 
possibility is always there that the 


“While prepara- 
tions were made 
for the Golf war, 
we were told that 
the U.S. president 
was going to 
cleanse the Amer- 
ican consciousness, 
once and for all, of 
the disgrace of the 
Vietnam defeat.' 
The average Amer- 
ican, suffering 
through sleepless 
nights fretting over 
Vietnam, other- 
wise had to go ont 
on a rampage, take 
dope and alcohol, 
rape, kill, muti- 
late, join organised 
crime, drop high 
school or, if neces- 
sary, primary 
school.” 


want to use their heavy presence 
in tbe press to help Mr. Bush, 
of delaying the loan guarantees. 
Never mind the money; it's the 


subjected them to digence” written all over them, 
tented h umiliati on 3. Failure to communicate 
counts. Mr. Bosh properly: Despite tbe hoopla sur- 
tiat he could have rounding the excellent language 
raeli matters if he of some of these delegates, it 
i-fledged president, quite often sounded rather stilted 
much, smee such by emphasising long and some- 
ndled by Israel, not times technical vocabulary, when 
No, the Israelis will the objective was to communicate 
rotten tree. with highly heterogeneous audi- 

? hand, the Palestir ences. A rood example is the 

0 lack even basic 1 term “wilful suspension of disbe- 
ment Their weight fief’ used by Haidar Abdul Shafi 

process has Iran in the opening statement of the 
ite local reports ab- . Madrid meeting. He stumbled 
iccEa performance, over it and stopped after the word 
ied6c examples of “suspension”, indicating perhaps 
that I would like to that be wasn’t sure how the term 
for whatever that’s fitted into his statement. 

notification- Thev 4 * Undear command structure: 
M At timeg it was not clear whether 

te^ethe American expressing the personalviews of 
gh the media and the .spokeswoman, .who pro- 
rerything to fafl in oeded to make statements a la 
nencan Deoole were P° U interpretations men- 
SflS tioneffrarfier. fto she dahned 
ment was to the ■* the begnsmog that this was the 
and consequently 

apposed to rectify we had tobe part of i^uriplying 

g S^Son to 
m aspirations. But 

an delegation was .made, and that the 

he mostpart, and oonfi^ration w* Jordan was. 

id the chance they to *** ^ ““P* 

: whole thing, as can “ om n ow,” “n°w” being last 

1 the points below. January. Fmaily, tomld iwdt to 

B: Many of them *** * ** 

c Israeli delegation «° 

nsme the tedmfoue guarantees it would prove to be 


The man has subjected them to 
the unpreceodented humiliation 
p rincip le that counts. Mr. Bush 
Eas proved that he could have 
control of Israeli matters if he 
acted as a full-fledged president. 
This is too much, smee such 
matters are handled by Israel, not 
the president. No, the Israelis will 
not prune a rotten tree. 

On die other hand, the Palesti- 
nians seem to lack even basic 1 
pruning equipment. Their weight 
m the peace process has been 
marginal despite local reports ab- 
out grand media performance. 
There are specific examples of 

incompetence that I would Hke to 

go over here, for whatever that’s 
worth: 

1. Oversimplification: Thjty 
assumed that the only obstacle in 
die way to an equitable peace was 
lack of information on tne .part of 

■ the American people;. They jugt 
/ pot the casehefore the American 
people through die media and 
waited for everythin to fall in 
place. The American people were 
supposed to realise now unfair 
their government was to the 
Palestinians, and consequently 
they were supposed to rectify 
their position by pressuring Israel 
and according consideration to 
the Palestinian aspirations. But 
tiie Palestinian delegation was 
ignored for the most part, and 
when they had the chance they 
messed up the whole thing , as can 
be seen from the points below. 

2. IGYSOB: Many of them 
acted as if the Israeli delegation 
were on trial using the technique 
of “I got you, SOB.” For this to 
succeed you need an apriority 
sympathetic audience. But no : 
such audience was to be found, 
and the approach backfired by 

’ projecting tne Israeli delegation 
as tbe underdog. While the 
Palestinian delegation hollered 
over the mike, the Israelis 
assumed meek postures, with “in- 


not the disinterested party in the 
peace process it was thought to 
Be. But the net result of the 
negotiation was quite modest: 

Run your hospitals. 

The negotiations under Mr. . 
Shamir came a long way, from - , 
irredentism to hospital adminis- ' ■ 
nation. If the Palestinians of to- . 
day have the misfortune of being . 
at tiie hospital administration end ! 
of it, they certainly can do with- 1, 
out people moving in to cash in 
on taeir despair. ' | 

5. Feathering your nest locally: 

The delegates sometimes acted * 
with an eye firmly fixed on the big 
pie back home. This often turned * • 
mto unwholesome contests aimed * - 
at achieving quick personal glor- • 
ies. In one way, failure to com- 
municate and IGYSOB above 
cap bp seoi in tight of this item.' vr !‘ 

6. Lack of experience: which ' ^ 

sometimes led to indiscreet reac- 
tionsT-A rood example Is- the way '■ 
they handled Margaret Tutwilers . 
statement regarding the inclusion - 
of U.N. Resolution 181 in the " f . 
peace process. Some delegates ** -■ . 
were quick to agree with that, *"- ' 
although 181 goes beyond the - 
scope of the peace process. ' 
Although talk about 181 is taboo • • . 
for the Israelis, their reaction was - 

restrained add professional. ' f ; 

i 

The writer is a professor of En- . 
glisb at the Higher College of ; ■ ■ 

Teacher Cerhtication in Amman. ; 

He contributed the above article ' j 
to the Jordan Tones. j 
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Responsibility pays 


Arab-Israeli mistrust 

m the article “i 

permeates peace talks gg-g 


By Marjorie 

Renter 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
“You can’t trust an Arab,” 
according to an old Israeli saying, 
“even if be is 40 years in ms 
grave”. 

For a Palestinian, the express- 
ion “Yon are a Jew”, is an insult 
Arabs return to the Middle 
East peace table in Washington 
on Monday- to face less ihawkidi 
Israeli negotiators following tfic 
election of Yitzhak Rabin’s 
Labour government. - 
But the gulf of mistrust be- 
tween tiie Jewish state and its 
neighbours Syria, Lebanon, Jor- 
dan and the Palestinians, seems 
as wide as ever. 

“The peace process itself has 
not realty changed anything. The 
talks hare frozen attitudes rather 
than worked through them,” said 
Bernard Sabefla, a Palestinian 


University. 

. Yitzhak Rabin toppled hardlin- 
er Yitzhak Shamir m June elec-; 
tions. - 

On taking office, be fainted at 
new thinking and called for an 
end to Israers siege mentality. , 
“No longer are we necessarity a 
'peace that dwells alone* and no 
longer is it true that tiie whole 
wood is against us,” he said. “We 
must overcome the sense of isola- 
tion that has gripped us for’ 
almost half a century.” 

A few weeks later he lapsed 
into more traditional rhetoric,' 


saying: “Israel is an island of 
peace in a sea of hostility.” 

Israelis and Arabs are prison- 
ers of their own history. 

Their victims are remembered 
as martyrs. Every war and mas- 
sacre is memorialised. . . 

Stereotypes prevail on both 
sides. Some Israelis think Arabs 
are treacherous fanatics - who 
want to throw them backinto the- 
sea. Sqjne* Palestinians see' 
Israelis aS aggressive foreigners 
who stole their land. 

After the peace talks began in 
Madrid last October Mr. Smurnr 
said: “The Arabs are the same 
Arabs and the sea is the same 
sea.” 

This sent a dear message to 
Israelis — tbe start of the fiat 
talks with an Arab border staffed 

Hart changed no thing, . . .. . 

Breaking down waltetofuag^-' 
cion reinforced by decades erf 
hostility is perhaps one of the- 
toeghest challenges of peace- 

manfiff ... — ■ 


In foe article “Water Crisis to Worsen by 2010" r (Jordan Tunes, 
Juty 25, 1992), there was a summary of a recent lecture at the 
^^ojQ^^^^ector-general of the Water Authority of 

What inspired me to write this letter was Mr. Belbeisi’s call on 
Jordanians to “save every drop of water.” 

As m archaeologist, Jfeel compelled to speak up about a fact I 
nave discovered, namely that earlier generations of Jordanians 
^^»ed^ch^>re^rsonal responsibility for collecting and 

The evidence for this is the existence of" hundreds of thousands 
ot mmsed astems throughout the country. In our archaeological 
^i .pf ^remon between Madaba and Amman, we have 
found h undreds or cases of ancient cisterns befog used as garbage 
dmnjK, rather than for collecting and storing water, 
ha tne pastpeople had to rely on cisterns for water security as 
to no integrated water supply network. Thus nearly every 
« arden ^ every orchard was supplied . 

^ capturerion the 
St0red * r hoasebold and agncuUM use. 
w supply network is" 

^ sample, that 30 per cent is 
^ problems^rittf the snppty Ktwork." 

^f^.^^bow^water is wasted every time it rains 
do not bother to collect it anymoreas they used 
responsibility for SS 

the water whkhS^S^^ «n cqflectall 


The peace talks have focosetf 
cm security and territory without 
addressing the larger question.of 
what ordinary people think. 

"We need a phased solution, 
which can gradually build confi- 
dence,” said Akrapn Har-Even, & 
veteran of Israeli military intefii- 
gence who now heads* conflict 
-resolution institute. 

Analysts say Mr. Rabin, a 'for- 
mer army dnef, is first a military 
strategist whose, priority is en-. 
faancmg Israeli security rather 
than promoting mutual under- 
standing between cultures. ° 


the water wKM, government can collect an 

whatisnot 


fie. on the mot where they 

”=■* «o V fte govern- 

iteedto be given instnxrionsOT Pco P teako 

cteanty in StenB^Sn^Si^ to c^ct water safety and 
ov ei p umpin g of nnAe Tyrrv ^-^^ 7 to ° ° ^ on a large scale, 

personal cxmtrol 

Oystefc S. Labbuca, 

aSI^ Centre ftr Orta*a Research, 
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Iraq crisis 

(Coothmed (roa page 1) 


to break op die country would 
affect die region as whole. . 

Algerian Foreign Minister 
I - akh dar Ibrahinri, in. a statement 
carried on Sunday by the' official 
. news agency APS after a late 
I* night television interview,- do-' 
nonneed “any action threatening 
tins unity and susceptible to con-' 
stitnte a danger for the region.” 
'f Iraq’s unity constituted “an im- 
portant question for the peoples 
of the region in general and die 
Iraqi people in particular,” Mr. 

Jh rahwii cm? — - ■ 

Yemen’s president said Sunday 
die Western plan in Iraq “violates 
i die country’s sovereignty and en- 
dangers security and stability in. 
the region.” 

| Radio Sanaa said President Ali 

Abdallah Saleh made the re- 
l marks after meeting Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz. 

The- radio said Mr. Aziz hand- 
ed the Yemeni leader a letter 
i from President Hussein 

on bilateral relations, Arab issues 
and ‘riie racist, sectarian plots 
! that aim at damaging Iraq’s unity 
|- and violating its sovereignty.’' 
Yemen’s news agency SABA 
i quoted Mr. Aziz as caffing for 
I . Arab solidarity against “the col-* j 
onialist Zionist conspiracy ... that 
aims at dismembering the 
(whole) Arab World.” 

Mr. Aziz arrived in Sanaa on 
Saturday. 

Journalists 

(Continued fr o m page 1) 

J nian citizen. 

l C Added to that, journalists 
argue, the market forces of strpp- 
1 ly and demand should determine 
, who is a journalist accepted by 
r the public. These journalists 

■ argue that after the press and 1 
. publications draft law is approved 

* and other newspapers are 
j licensed the public would be ahle 
i to determine what is a credible 
' newspaper and who are credible 
' and professional journalists. 

I Another argument is that when 
a journalist finds employment 
: with a newspaper or any other 
i media channel, JPA should not 
i be given foe right to insist that 
; they also become members of tiie 
association. The government, 
t although publicly silent about the 
'■ House's decision, is privately cri- 
: deal of the House's move but lays * 
j theblaipe on tbc joamaHsts who, = 
; according to one semor offidatarr 
r “failed to'fight for their rights. '. m- 
[j “Journalists all over foe world 
i take up this trade according to 
s their wishes and talents, not by a 

* decision from a sanctioning ao- 
thoijty,” said a senior official, 

tfrwho asked for anonymity, 
j Moreover, “(a press) assoria- 
s tion should not be concentrating 
its efforts on way® to limit its 
members and punish those who 
do not fit their- conditions.” 

, The official pointed out that 
j JPA should be concentrating bn 

* attracting members through "de- 
l veloping itself to become a body 

that journalists would want to 
join.” 

Mr. Qudah dentes that JPA 
wants to limit its members but 
“ admits that they would like to be 
; selective in accepting mem- 
bership. “We will amend die 
association’s law to allow for a 
huger membership bat we do not 
i want to leave foe doors wide 
i open for anybody to join,” be 

- said. 

In meetings with journalists 
%wbo contest the JPA control, Mr. 
Qudah insisted that he is in- 
terested in involving aE “credi- 

■ bie” journalists in the association 
and that foe association’s insist- 

f. ence on the current definition of a 
' journalist in the draft law is in- 
i tended for “organisational pur- 
' poses." 

1. “We admit that there are 
: flaws," Mr. Qudah stressed, ex- 
1 tending an open invitation to all 
i journalists to contribute to the 
| writing amendments to the asso-, 

! dation’s law to allow for invotv- 
j ing foe largest number of journal; - 
: lists posable as members. 

As the JPA law of 1983 stipo-- 
I fates, a journalist is “any person 
licensed to practice foe trade,” 

: and that de fi n i t io n is followed 
I with at least six conditions wfaichi 
would make him or her eligible to 
&>e a journalist, in cludi ng, 
j academic conditions and training 
in local newspapers. Most Jorda- ; 
l nian journalists have not beat 

- able to fulfill the training condi-i 
tion since there are only four 

! daily newspapers and one weekly 
i in Jordan. These, according to 
, editors of these papers, cannot 
■ possibly train all journalism 
- i graduates in the country. 

: ! Many journalists have had 
1 : training, however, with weekly 
! magazines which are registered 

* ■ outside the country as they await 
•\ the passing of the new law or with; 

J| foreign publications but are still 
r | restricted from becoming mem- 
3 ; bers of JPA. 

* \ To counter the House’s en- 
■- dorsement of the JPA definition, 

■ Journalists are meeting and draft- 
: | mg letters to the Upper H ouse of 

] Parliament where the definition 
can be (evened by senators after 
attempts to dissuade JPA execu- 
tives have foiled. 


Syria, Jordan and Libya have 
all spoken out against any action 
that wfruld threaten Iraq’s territo- 
rial unity. Iran, a base for exiled 
Iraqi Shiites opposed to foe Iraqi 
government, and Turkey have 
done the same. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabinreassured.IsraehsouSun- 
daythaf Iraqi missile attacks were; 
modi teas fikctynowThan during^ 
foc Gntf J war. - : - ; 

“In foe caWnet tneeth^ nrifit- 
^"ahfoorities^assessed .theT-isks 
to Biia||ittms stageasmudi less 
thanin foe Gulf war,” Mr. 'Rabin 
raid in ' a statement. 

The statement was issued after 
the cabinet discussed tiie Western 
plans in Iraq. 

Iraq fired nearly 40 Scud mis- 
siles at Israel during the Gulf war 
in Jaxraa^-February of 1991, 


causing heavy property damage 
but few casualties. 

Baghdad is still believed to 
have a stock of tile long-range 
missiles. 

The wartime Scud attacks sent 
Israelis dashing almost nightly 
into sealed rooms with gas masks 
on in case the nussOes were 
armed with chemical warheads. 

President George Bosh is Ekely 
to a n nounce tins week that the 
United States and its Gulf war 
allies are prepared; to shoot down 
Iraqi warplanes if they violate the 
“no-fly -zone,” the White House 
said on Sunday. , 

“There have been a lot of 
contacts” about foe plan. White 
House spokesman Martin Fitzwa- 
ter told reporters. 

“We’re getting closer to 
announcing our final position," 


Nabulsi t 


(Continued Dram page 1) 

U.S., Europe and Japan promp- 
ted by the changing differences in 
interest rates.” 

Dr. Nabulsi added that these 
international changes has led 
Arab and Jordanian investors to 
channel their capitals to Jordan. 

“Investors fear investing in 
U.S. dollars and they moved 
capitals into Jordan in the past 
two years, helping stabilise foe 
dinar’s exchange rate,” be said. 

The movement of funds into 
foe Kingdom was not only caused 
by the return of about more than 
300,000 Jordanian expatriates in 
tiie wake of the Gulf war. “Tins, 
coupled with retaining confidence 
in the Jordanian economy and the 
s tabilising of the exchange rates 
and the investment capabilities in 
addition to foe reform program- 
mes have achieved a lot of their 
goals and encouraged attracting 

Lebanon 

(Coutimwd from page I) 

A1 Umara neighbourhood. 

As television crews were film- 
ing foe fight, foe contestants 
hinged at the journalists and tried 
to seize their equipment. 

Footage aired by Lebanese 
Broadcasting Corporation, the 
station run by Christians’ main 
militia, showed tiie candidates' 
supporters trying to block the 
camera lenses with their hands or 
t hr e a t e n in g the journalists with 
empty paint buckets. * 

? ‘They attacked us Hoe - n3d ; 
' beasts,” said reporter Nana Fais- 
al from Zahle. 

Christians, arguing that foe 
election is a plot by Syria to 
impose its will on Lebanon, 
observed a strike for the thrid 
day. ' 

” In mainly Christian east Beirut 
cars bore black ribbons as a sign 
of mounting. 

Christians wanted the govern- 
ment to delay the election until 


capitals from abroad.” 

He said as a result of tins, a 
remarkable increase in the assets 
of the CBJ and Jordanian banks 
took place, and Jordan's balance 
of payments has improved signifi- 
cantly and reserves were boosted. 

Dr. Nabulsi said Jordan’s debts 
remain almost unchanged — at 
about S8 billion. “In fact there 
was a drop that was not reflected 
in tiie figures. We cancelled some 
of foe defence debts which total- 
led $1 billion.” 

There are also two program- 
mes carried out as- part of the 
economic reform programme, 
and these programmes are those 
of tiie Paris and London dubs of 
creditors, he said. “We have res- 
cheduled our debts with the Paris 
Club to be paid between IS and 
20 years and there is an attempt 
to reschedule our Loudon Club 
debts,” he added. 

“We might manage to reduce 
our debts to the London Qub to 
about 35 to 40 per cent of their 
real value” he said. 

Syrian troops leave Beirut and 
some other areas in September in 
line with a 1989 peace' accrod 
signed in the Saudi resort of Taif. 

A final attempt by Christians to 
win Syrian backing for the post- 
ponement of the elections Idled. 

Many of tire Christian voters, 
about 700,000 out of a total 
electorate of two million, were 
expected to abstain. 

Some villages in northern 
Lebanon boycotted the poll on 
Sunday with witnesses saying 
only a few people voted. 

In foe northern village of 
Bichani, graffiti and slogans con- 
demned foe elections. -- 

“There 'election were cooked * 
and canned in [Syria,” raid Jibran 
' Rafim'eh" a “ Christian* “The 
candidates are picked out by 
Syria.” 

Lebanon’s highest Christian re- 
ligious authority. Patriarch Nas- 
rallah Boutros Sfeir, urged 
Christians to fight tiie challenge 
through faith and belief in the 
justness of their cause. 

But political analysts said foe 
boycott left the field dear for 
pro-Syrian Christians to win seats 
nncontested. 


he said. 

Mr. Fitzwater said Mr. Bosh 
himself was likely to declare the 
“no-fly zone," though the form of 
his announcement was still unde- 
cided because “he wants to ex- 
plain to the American people 
what it is he’s doing," 

Asked when Mr. Bush’s state- 
ment would come, Mr. Fitzwater 
said: “Most of the speculation has 
been on Tuesday but it could slip 
(back in time).” 

The U.S. aircraft carrier Inde- 
pendence headed up the Gulf on 
Sunday ready to help enforce the 
ban. 

The Independence, one of ab- 
out 20 U.S. warships in the Gulf, 
sailed from Abu Dhabfs Port 
Zayed towards Kuwait after five 
days of shore leave for its 5,000 
crew. 

Relaxation 

(Continued from page 1) 

The statement expressed tbe 
hope that “they will have a posi- 
tive contribution on the willing- 
ness of the Palestinian population 
to support foe progress of tbe 
peace negotiations.’’ 

The Palestinian delegation left 
for the talks on Sunday after a 
two-day delay caused by a dispute 
with Israeli authorities. 

Tbe matter was settled when 
the United States assured the 
Palestinians Israel would not 
harass them at foe crossing from 
the West Bank into Jordan. 

Israeli Deputy Foreign Minis- 
try Yossi Beilin said Israel was 
bringing new proposals to the 
talks, opening a rare opportunity 
to reach p ro gr es s. 

“As somebody who knows 
what Israel will present tomor- 
row, I believe that a very, very 
rare opportunity has presented 
itself, for foe Arabs and ns, to 
advance tbe political process," be 
told Israel Radio. 

House debate 

(Continued from page 1) 

He said inaccurate information 
and studies by inexperienced and 
unqualified people could create 
confusion for foe public. - Any 
wrong information coming from 
oeatres which conduct opinion 
polls or surveys concerning poli- 
tical or other issues might be 
miglwirfmg and confusing to foe 
public, foe minister said. 

For tins reason, he said tbe 
government insists that such con- 
ditions are vital and must.be met 
by those, r esponsible for such 

r centres. • * 

*2 At the outset of the session 
Sunday two newly-elected mem- 
bers, Anwar Hadid and Moham- 
mad Azaideh, were sworn in. 

Parliament will convene Mon- 
day afternoon to continue discus- 
sions. It said that in accordance 
with a Royal Decree foe current 
extraordinary session will end by 
Aug. 26, 1992. By then, tbe 
statement said, debate on the 
press and publications law would 
have beat finalised. 


Palestinians 

(Continued from page 1) 

Al.Khatib. Norm of the team 
members signed any document, 
he said. 

The Palestinian team was 
assured by the Americans on 
Sunday noon on three matters 
before it decided to head for foe 
Wash ingto n talks, Mr. Kbatib 
wiH 

In an interview with tiie Jordan 
Times after the delegation’s arriv- 
al in Amman, Mr. Khatib said 
that they were told by the U.S. 
that foe Israelis had taken a 
decision to improve foe treatment 
and status of tbe delegation. 

“We were also told that a 
detailed agreement between the 
two rides would be worked out 
on the peripheries of the coming 
round of talks with U.S. media - 
tion wit hin the one-month 
framework. And we were in- 
formed that the five aides did not 
have to sign the document, with 
guarantees for their return," Mr. 
Khatib said. 

Tbe Palestinian participation in 
the next round of talks, which 

starts today in Washington, might 
begin on Tuesday at the earliest 
after foe delegation leaves Am- 
man today. 

U.S. Ambassador to Jordan 
Roger Harrison met with chief 
Palestinian advisor Faisal Hus- 
seini and negotiator Saeb Erekat 
for one boor at the Philadelphia 
Hotel yesterday morning, but he 
declined to comment on the out- 
come of the meeting. 

Mr. Husseini also refused to 
comment, on the meeting. But 
Dr. Erekat said that “we put the 


U.S. ambassador in the picture,” 
and that Palestinian delegates 
were in contact with the Amer- 
ican consulate in Jerusalem be- 
fore the delegation’s departure. 

Mr. Husseini said that the man- 
ner in which foe Israelis placed 
the conditions on die five aides 
“makes it unclear for how long 
they will continne^to treat the 
delegation as individuals.” 

“And it has created a real 
obstacle for foe delegation to 
Continue its work,” Mr. Husseini 
told foe Jordan Times in his hotel 
room after his meeting with the 
American ambassador. 

According to Palestinian 
sources, foe Israeli occupation 
authorities had wanted to treat 
the negotiators and their staff as 
“individnals with extra rights,” 
but tbe delegates insisted they be 
treated as an official delegation 
with diplomatic status. 

“Since Madrid, we faced many 
difficulties as a Palestinian de- 
legation on foe bridge, and tbe 
co ndi t i ons would get worse each 
time we left or returned,” Dr. 
Erekat told the Jordan Times. 

For example, in the first few 
months of foe nrideast peace 
talks, the Israeli authorities 
would not even open the delega- 
tion’s luggage. Dr. Erekat said. 
“But foe last time we returned, 
they emptied all our personal 
luggage and put our clothes in 
plastic bags in a very awkward 
manner.” 

He also cited that, in foe begin- 
ning, it hardly took foe delega- 
tion any time to cross foe river, 
and that lately it has taken long 
hours of procedure. On one occa- 
sion, four advisors were turned 
back from leaving foe occupied 
territories and two negotiators 
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were arrested. The Palestinian 
delegation. Dr. Erekat said, will 
reject any such treatment from 
now on. 

Dr. Erekat rejected accusa- 
tions that the Palestinians were 
delaying foe peace talks. He 
blamed the Israeli authorities for 
foe delay. “We did not want to 
delay this process for even one 
minute, especially that it is part of 
an Arab decision taken in 
Damascus last week to attend this 
round on time,” be said. 

Tbe negotiator accused Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin of 
verbally saying one thing and 
doing another. 

“Rabin speaks in English about 
peace and accelerating the pro- 
cess,” Dr. Erekat said. “Then in 
Hebrew, he gives orders to bis 
officers os simple procedural 
matters that delay the departure 
of the delegation.” 

The Palestinians’ priorities for 
discussion with foe Israeli delega- 
tion in Washington will be foe 
issue of settlements in foe occu- 
pied territories, Jerusalem and 
the Israeli endorsement of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention, 
according to Dr. Erekat. 

“Settlements and Jerusalem 
are number one on our agenda,” 
be said. “Israel wants to finish foe 
building of 11,000 housing units 


in foe West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and 14.199 unite in and around 
Jerusalem.” 

Dr. Erekat said Mr. Rabin 
should decade whether be wanted 
to continue building settlements 
or to continue with foe peace 
process. “Twenty-five thousand 
bousing units mean finalfring foe 
states of foe land outride the 
negotiating room and that Israel 
is imporing a frit accompli which, 
undermines foe peace process.” 

He ad de d that foe other main 
issue the Palestinian delegation 
would discuss with Israel is 
Palestinian human rights and 
Israel’s endorsement of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention.* Dr. 
Erekat described these two issues 
as preparatory steps for the nego- 
tiations to continue on foe in- 
terim self-government period in 
the occupied territories. 

Other items on the Palestinian 
agenda include: 

— The nature of foe interim 
period and linking it to the final-, 
status of foe occupied territories 
and defining the source of author- 
ity; 

— Transfer of authority to foe 
Palestinians through general poli- 
tical legislative elections in the 
occupied territories under inter- 
national supervision to ensure 
orderly and peaceful transfer. 
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Middlesbrough crushes Leeds 4-1 


LONDON (R) — Newly- 
promoted Middlesbrough 
crushed Leeds United 4-1, inflict- 
ing the first defeat of the season 
on the champions, while Coven- 
try beat Wimbledon to move 
dear at the top of the English 
Premier League. 

Oldham joined in the goal 
spree, thrashing Nottingham 
Forest 5-3, but Manchester Un- 
ited picked up their first point of 
the season with a struggling 1-1 
draw at home to Ipswich. 

Kenny Dalglish's millionaire 
new boys Blackburn continued 
their fine start with a 1-0 victory 
at home to Manchester City 
thanks to a 69th minute goal from 
Mike Newell. 

Norwich lost their 100 per cent 
record, held 1-1 at home by Ever- 
ton, leaving COnventry — who 
struggled to avoid relegation last 
season — as the only side with 
three wins from three games after 
they won 2-1 at Wimbledon. 

Leeds, who snatched the title 
from Manchester United in the 
final stages of last season, were 
rocked by two goals in the eighth 
and ninth minutes from Paul Wil- 


kinson, courtesy of crosses from 
Tommy Wright who also scored 
in the 47th. 

John Hendrie put Middles- 
brough 4-0 up in the 59th minute 
before French Internationa] strik- 
er Eric Cantona scored a consola- 
tion goal 10 minutes later. 

Coventry, revitalised by new 
manager Bobby Gould who 
guided Wimbledon to F.A. Cup 
glory in 1988, took the lead after 
just 13 minutes through Micky 
Gynn. 

They made it 2-0 when Robert 
Rosario fired through goalkeeper 
Hans Segers’s legs 20 seconds 
after half time. 

Norwich, who formed an un- 
likely front-running duo with 
Coventry, remained second on 
goal difference after coming back 
from conceding a 55th minute 
goal to Everton’s Peter Beardsley 
with a 69th minute strike from 
Ruel Fox. 

Manchester United faced a 
third successive defeat when they 
went behind to Chris Kiwomya's 
56th minute goal but fullback 
Denis Irwin scored two minutes 
later. 


- Q ZEITOON CENTER fax- 

jM7£aq 547609 

** /ov y COMPUTER & ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

Computer wordprocessing , design making, photocopying 
binding, transaltion services -Computer software & Accessories 

full colour 
1“ J PHOTOCOPYING 


Furnished Fiats For Rent 

Located in Western Amman. Consists of two and three 
bedrooms. Very well furnished. Rental JD6.000-8.000 
yearly 

Pis. call: 693124 


WANTED FOR RENT 
For a tempting price 

Fully independent villa, 3-4 bedrooms with salons, garden and 
garage in Abdoun, Sweifiyeh. the American Embassy street. 
Umm Utheina or the Fifth Circle. 

Please call tel. 698558 for three days. 

Famished Villa For Rent 

In Beautiful Hia Suburb A1 Hommar 
1 5 Mins From Centre Amman 

Salon/dining room /kitchen 55 sqr metre split 
2 bdr/3 bath 66 sqr. metre split 
2 bdr/1 maud bdr & Vfe bath 44 sqr metre 
Private terrace 40 sqr metre & garden 400 sqr metres 

Contact tel — 841369 


- Furnished" Apartment For Rent 

Ground floor with garden. Consists of two bedrooms, 
sitting room, salon, kitchen, bath, C.H. with separate 
telephone. 

Location: Opposite Shmeisani Bookshop. 

Annual rent. 

Please call 669335 


FOR SALE 

Wang Computer equipment for sale through sealed 
bid at the American Centre — Jaba! Amman, Third 
Circle. 

interested buyers may view equipment 
Wednesday the 26th of August between 4:00 
to 5:00 p.m. 

Refundable 20% cash deposit required on all bids. 


CAR FOR SALE -- 

Peugeot, Station-wagon, 1989. Duty unpaid. 
Good condition. 

JD6.500 

For more information and viewing, 
please call: 

the British Embassy (tel: 823100 
between 9:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. (Sunday 
to Thursday). 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 
ClStt Titan um SOTCn. Inc 


STAY AWAY FROM THE THREAT 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

* 7 5 3 
98432 

v Q 9 5 

* A Q 7 

WEST EAST 

* K 10 8 * Q 9 

7J 10 97 7AQ05 

062 0743 

4J543 * K 9 6 2 

SOUTH 

* A J642 

s? s 

0 A K J 10 8 

* 10 6 
The bidding; 

Sooth West North East 

1 # Pass 2 4 Pass 

4 * Pass Pass Pass 

J Opening lead: Jack of 

lie theme of avoidance— keep- 
ing the danger hand off lead— was 
first broached by two great British 
writers, Terence Reese and Albert 
Doxraar. It was -the pivotal tech- 
nique on thifl hand. 

North had a close decision be- 
tween a response of one no trump 
and a spade raise. Over one no 
trump Smith would have shown the 
'diamonds, then bid the diamonds 
again after partner’s spade prefer- 
ence as a game try. With an ace, a 
key queen 'and three spades. North 
would have had just enough to jump 
to four spades- On the actual se- 
quence, South was wflUng to take a 


shot at game once spades were 
raised. 

West led a heart to East's ace. and 
declarer ruffed the heart return. Ob- 
viously, tramps would have to break 
3-2 — there was no way for declarer 
to keep control if they were 4-1. 
Even then there was a problem. If 
West gained the lead early, a dub 
through dummy’s A Q would be fatal 
should East hold the king. 

West had to be kept off lead if at 
all possible. That presented no 
problem if East held both missing 
spade honors. However, it was far 
more likely that the honors were 
split, in which case West could be 
denied the lead only if East held a 
double ton honor. 

As is almost always the case, rec- 
ognizing the problem makes the so- 
lution relatively easy to find. 
Declarer crossed to the queen of dia- 
monds and led a trump from the 
table. Had East produced an honor, 
declarer would have ducked and let 
the hand that posed no threat to the 
contract retain the lead. When East 
followed low, declarer rose with the 
ace and returned a spade. 

In with the queen of trumps. East 
reverted to hearts. Declarer ruffed 
and started to run diamonds. West 
could ruff at any time, hut declarer 
would discard two of dummy’s dubs 

' on good diamonds and end up kenng 
only two trump tricks and a heart. 


Queen's Park Rangers moved 
into third place with a 3-2 victory 
over Sheffield United earned 
seven minutes from time by De- 
nnis Bailey’s winner. 

Sheffield strikers led the Pre- 
mier League's goalscoring chart 
with United’s Brian Deane grab- 
bing his fourth of the season 
against Rangers and Wednes- 
day’s David Hirst hitting two for 
the second time in two games. 

Wednesday, third in the league 
last season, drew 3-3 with 
Chelsea after throwing away a 2-0 
halftime lead and needing an 81st 
minute strike from Danny Wilson 
to claim a point. 

Vinny Jones, Graham Stuart 
and Edward Newton had put 
Chelsea ahead after the break in 
a 15-minute burst. 

Gordon Durie scored Tot- 
tenham’s first goal of the season 
while goalkeeper Eric Thorstvedt 
saved his second penalty in four 
days, but Spurs needed a last- 
minute goal from Steve Sedgley 
to earn a point in a 2-2 home 
draw with Crystal Palace. 

Tottenham's new captain Neil 
Ruddock and Palace’s Andy 
Thom were sent off after 68 
minutes for fighting. 

Oldham stunned Nottingham 
Forest with three goals in the 
final 14 minutes of the first half 
from Neil Adams, Graeme Sharp 
and Nick Henry and strode to a 
5-0 lead with two more from 
Gunnar Halle and Paul Bernard 


FOR RENT 

FimdslMd Apartment 
in Abdonn 

100 square metres with a 
salon, living room, dining 
room, bedroom, kitchen and 
bathroom. Unused deluxe fur- 
nituref. Ground floor with an 
independent entrance and 
garden. 

Pis. call the owner, 

Eng. Abdul Hameed. 

Tel: 819088 


by the 59th. 

Forest finally responded with 
three goals in the last 24 minutes, 
two from substitute Gary Bannis- 
ter and a penalty by England 
defender Stuart Pearce. 

Aberdeen went top of the Scot- 
tish Premier League on goal dif- 
ference with a 2-1 home victory 
over Dundee as Celtic battled to 
a 1-1 draw at Glasgow rivals 
Rangers. 

Aberdeen recovered from the 
shock of a seventh minute goal 
from Dundee debutant Gary Pat- 
terson. signed from a junior soc- 
cer side for £1,000 (51,900) and a 
set of track softs in midweek. 

Striker Duncan Shearer scored 
Aberdeen's equaliser and Fin- 
land's Muni Pattelainen hit the 
winner. 

Celtic, the only unbeaten side 
in the Scottish Premier League, 
went ahead through Gerry 
Creaney in the 53rd minute but 
substitute Ian -'Du riant equalised 
16 minutes later to keep Rangers 
a point off the pace. 

Stuttgart score 
first win 

BONN (R) — Bayern Munich 
beat Kaiserslautern 1-0 and up- 
held the only 100 per cent record 
in the German soccer first divi- 
sion after just two matches. 

Bruno Labbadia netted the 
20 th-minute goal which took 
Bayern dear at the top as the 
fortunes of the great Munich dub 
looked brighter after their dis- 
astrous last season when they 
went through three trainers and 
finished a dismal 10 th in the 
Bundesliga. “We saw a very good 
first division match in the first 
half, controlled by my team," 
Bayern trainer Erich Ribbeck 
said after the home win. “In the 
second half we never regained 
that certainty and came under 
heavy pressure.” Fritz Walter, 
top Bundesliga marksman last 
season, scored twice to lead de- 
fending champions VFB Stuttgart 
to a 3-0 home win over Nurem- 
berg. 



FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 


-A- One-bedroom — living -dining room, kitchen and bath. 

☆ Two-bedrooms - living - dining room, kitchen and bath. 
C.H. & telephones. , s . /. 

Location: Jabal Arraign, between 3rd 4th -Circles-. 

Tel: 667882 *- 642351, -r- 683443 


CAR FOR SALE 

Toyota Land Cruiser VX-R-1 992 model 4WD fully automatic, full options. 
6500 km DUTY UNPAID, 6 cylinder 4000cc. Colour light blue-grey 
metallic, rust proof, protection for paint, seats and mats, 9 passenger 
capacity. Delivery on Aug. 28. Exchange for land or villa in West Amman 
(with settlement) accepted. 

For Information call: 711917 from 9 am to 10 pjn. Otherwise 
call Abdullah Hasanat on 667171 from 12-6 pjn. 


Furnished Apartment For Sale 
In Shmeisani 

An area of 165 sq. m. it consists of 3 bedrooms, completely 
newly furnished, furnished dining room, furnished sitting room, 
with T.V. and video. Closed balcony, a big salon, kitchen with a 
closed balcony, a washing machine and a dryer, carpeted wall 
to wall, telephone, elevator, parking area. 

You could contact number 669776 
from 9:00 am. - 10:00 p.m. 


Seles, Sanchez Vicarlo reach Montreal final 

MONTREAL (R) — Top seed Monica Seles and second seed 
Arantxa Sanchez VTcario fulfilled expectations Saturday as they 
posted straight set victories to advance to a final round meeting at 
the 5550,000 Canadian Open women’s tennis championships. 
World number one Seles reached her 26th final in her last 27 
tournaments over the. last two years with a 6-3, 6-4^_win over 
eighth-seeded American Lori McNeil. Fifth-ranked Sanchez 
completed her march to the final without the loss of a set by 
bouncing seventh seed Helena Sukova of Czechoslovakia 6-2, 7-5. 
The Spaniard will attempt to avenge last week’s semifinal loss to 
Seles in Los Angeles. “Last week 1 made 43 nnforoed errors,’ said 
Sanchez, who has failed in 10 attempts to beat Seles, “I was tired 
from die Olympics — not physically, but mentally. I was not 
fresh. 1 feel much better now.” 

Sampras, Courier set for Indianapolis final 

INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana (R) — Defending champion Pete 
Sampras clawed his way to a three-set victory over Boris Bekcer 
and Jim Courier struggled past a pesky Todd Martin as the top 
seeds set up a final round showdown at the U.S.Hardcourt Tennis 
Championships. Second seed Sampras rallied for a dramatic 6-7, 
6-2, 7-6 win over third seed Becker as he continued to play himself 
into top form ahead of the U.S. Open, which begins in nine days. 
Sampras, U.S. Open winner in 1990, will be going for back-to- 
back titles Sunday after his victory at the ATP Championships in 
Ohio last week. World number one Courier needed over two and 
a half hours and two tiebreaks to down the 125tb-ranked Martin 
and reach his first final since winning the French Open. “We 
practise a lot together and he's always tough. It’s just a few points 
here and there,” said Courier, who took the tiebreaks 7-5 and 7-4 
to keep Martin from his final. “Today it went my way,” Conner 
said. “Tiebreakers are really a roll of the dice.” Sampras and 
Becker battled fiercely for two hoars and 28 minutes in a rematch 
of last year's final here. “This was a match that could have gone 
the other way,” acknowledged Sampras. 

Edberg reaches Volvo semis 

NEW HAVEN, Connecticut (R) — Malivai Washington followed 
his win over John McEnroe with a quarterfinal upset of second 
seed Goran Ivanisevic and top seed Stefan Edberg fought his way 
out of trouble and into the semifinals at the Volvo International 
Tennis Championships. Eighth-seeded American Washington,, 
who has dim bed to 16th in the world, handed Wimbledon 
runner-up Ivanisevic a 64, 7-5 thumping to take bis place in the 
final four. Washington next faces unsealed Frenchman Fabrice 
Santoro, who pulled off the day’s other big upset when he 
bounced Czechoslovak fourth seed Petr Korda, the defending 
champion and this year’s French Open runner-up, 7-6, 4-6, 6-3. 
Fifth seed Ivan Lendl secured the other semifinal berth and will 
take on Edberg after a 6-3, 7-6 win over third-seeded American 
Michael Chang. Lendl, who became a U.S. citizen last month, 
bad his serve working against the speedy Chang and took a tense 
second set tiebreak 9-7. 

Lopez retains WBC title 

CIUDAD MADERO, Mexico (R) — Mexico's Ricardo Lopez 
retained his World Boxing Council (WBC) straw weight world 
title when he knocked out former kick boxer Singaprasert 
Kittikasem of Thailand one minute into the fifth round of their 
scheduled 12-round fight. It was Lopez’s fourth successful defence 
of his title and his 30th win in 30 professional fights. Kittikasem 
was left senseless for several minutes after Lopez floored him with 
a crushing left hook but was later led back to his comer and 
appeared to have recovered. “The Asian boxers art allstrong but 
they lack technique,” Lopez said after therbourt* cheered by a. 
strongly partisan crowd in his home state of:-Tamaiti£pas in- 
northern Mexico. An elegant, nimble fighter,. Lopez -asserted bis 
mastery over the scrappier Thaiifrom the first round, landmg'a 
crunching left to his head seconds before the bell. 

Juventus defeats Russia 2-1 

TURIN, Ialy (AP) — English midfielder David Platt scored with 
three minutes remaining to give Italian first-division power 
Juventus of Turin a 2-1 victory over Russia in the the Barelti 
Trophy Soccer Tournament Platt’s goal avoided a penalty 
shootout, provided by the tournament rules as a tie-breaker. Tbe 
win gave Juventus three points in the four- team competition, in a 
first-place tie with Fiorentina of Florence which trounced the U.S. 
national team 4-6 in the opener at St Vincent Friday night 

Thunder Rumble wins Travers Stakes 

SARATOGA SPRINGS, New York (AP) — Thunder Rumble 
exploded through the stretch and posted a 416-length victory to 
become the first New York-based in 125 years to win the Travers 
Stakes. In joining Ruthless (1867) as die only New York-bred to 
win the prestigious stakes for 3-year-olds, Thunder Rumble 
finished the 2 kilometres ( 1 V 4 miles) in 2:00 4-5, eq ualling the 
third-fast cst time in the history of the prestigious stakes race for 
3-year-old thoroughbreds. 


Nlutt*n’Jeff 



YOU SHOULD CUMB 
ToTHETOPOFTriE 
HIGHEST MOUNTAIN 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY AUGUST 24, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Rig*** Foundation . 

general tendencies- 

relation to your property and pos- UBRA: (September 23 to October 
sessions. Planning everything in a 22)Takenmeofyomwnouadings. 
methodical manner twos today ^ look for ways 10 put more 
into a constructive time ... charm and operative skin about » 

* ,ns vou will be more comfortable and 
AWES: (March 21 to April 
There is a good chance yon will be 

able to get some excellent sugges- gcQRFTO: (OctobcT 23 to Novem- 

tions from an expert how you can ber 21) A fine day for you to 
be more successful by a more weil g^sHer what entertainment and 
rounded course of action. recreations in which yon can engage 

as rasa sa 

plan in order to gain those aims etbook. 

that means so much to you and SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
after a stow start they are now December 21) If you avoid an tarty 
obtainable. sarcastic comment this can be a 

_____ fine day in which to comrmuHcuc 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) m others that can have 

Yonr interest in a greater amount 
of forward activity in the outside 

world can wisely animate yon so CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
study, your various options to gain January 20) Consider looking into 
this. ' the various sources where yon can 

MOON CHHXWEN: (June 22 to gain better informed data than in 

July 21) Whatever new goals are in nsnal ways and you can extend 

the back of your mind can be yonr present knowledge, 

brought to the surface now with a AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 

godd chance you can make them ary 19 ) You would be wise this day 

operate as you wish. to concentrate upon a better 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Think awareness and plan of action for 

about what you can do to have a malting your assets more profitable 

better arrangement for both hand- and enduring, 

ling money and property interests PISCES: (February 20 to March 

and get experts to give you the 20) This is yonr day to be just as 

benefit of their views. personal and subjective as you 

VIRGO: (Angus 22 to September wish and go after those personal 

22) This is the day to make sure desires that animate you with cour- 

you are not critical but are more age, confidence. 


don't know my husband’s size, 
but he’s shaped like the stuff 
inside a iava lamp.” 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


MM answer hare: TXXXJ " 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterda/s I AROMA PARCH CLAUSE RUBBER 

I Answer. A rottng stone gathers rifl moss— Put 
sometimes this—' "RE-MORSE" 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
i Grade 
5 Stuffed, in 

10 Concerning 
14 Charles Lamb 

16 New York dty 
IBRerlman of 

“Cheers" 

17 Color 


19 Comic Sehl 
SO Legal matter 


23 Dance 

25 Apply again 

26 Loser to DDE 

27 Ray flower 
29 WaWe-taJkies 


36 Yawning guff 
37“ — Yankee 


lauaa 

y 


38 Expiate 

40 West- 

41 Gambling game 

43'Mfltary student | 


■JHB 

9H MM 

■■■ >»■ 

■££■■■ rfiS 

*§■■■■ ana 


s Puzzle Solved: 


1 Paris supway 


s ■ 

/wtng up -sandwich 


nSKn Hnnr 

rarmn ^nPHi 

nnnran nnnnnnnn 

nnn-HElS ^nn nr 
nQn^QRonnn nr 

nrcn nri nPF n nrann 
nnH raonrinnjnrnr 

mnnnr 

nnRnS nni " 

gnnn nnn 
Bonnn nnrcn rnnr 


42 Relies (at) 

43 Cowered In a 
way. 

44 TV afien 

46 Dedhrtty 

47 Succinct 

48 Happening 

49 Ouster 


50 Tantalus' 



51 Come In 

52 Bowling i 

53 Disabled 

54 Minerals 
58 Mor*'s 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(August 17-August 21, 1992) 

*' AMMAN — While market sentiment was steadfastly negative 
towards the dollar, trading remained cautious daring most of 
’ last wefc, as dealers awaited anotfier round of concutedeeht^ 

' bank intervention- As this mtervention niatenahsed at the end 
! of the week, die \JJS. unit, ironkaDy . dropped to a -new historic 
low against European currencies. The djtfar finished the week 
anaverage of 2.6 per cent lower against European currencies 
. but only marginally lower against die yen. 

Trading started listless and directionless Monday before 
beading on a gradual camions down-trend daring the next three 
days. On the one hand, the previous Friday's hopes of a no-near 
■■ term German Lombard interest rate hike faded as Bundesbank 
Council members contradicted an earlier statement by the 
Deputy President to that effect. The German officials were 
reported to have said that the Bundesbank would not refrain 
from raising the intemationaliy-important Lombard rate if it 
'becomes dear that the last discotint rate increase was not 
sufficient to achieve the required slow down fo German money 
supply growth. They further added that the bank would not 
'-consider an interest rate cot until money supply growth drops by 
‘50 per cent and inflation falls below three per cent per annum. 

But with expectations almost unanimous on the possibility of 
another central bank intervention ahead of the U.S. Treasury’s 
refunding, the majority of traders refrained from taking short 
dollar positions. Talk of renewed military action against Iraq, 
and the dollar's proximity to its all time low of 1.4430 marks, 
farther added to the market's anxiety on Monday and Tuesday. 

The U.S. currency rebounded briefly Wednesday on positive 
U.S. Trade figures, before declining again. 

While the dollar was still on a downtrend Thursday, it 
dropped at the end of the week against European currencies to a 
new record low of 1,4290 marks, despite central bank interven- 
. tion. 

: In fact, a number of market analysts blamed the intervention 
for exacerbating the dollar’s decline by mis-cakulating the 
timing of their intervention. Having expected such an interven- 
tion, most traders did not have substantial short dollar positions 
outstanding, while others bad actually gone long hoping to take 
-profits when the intervention took place 

Consequently, as the dollar fell below 1.4430 marks Friday, 
the first round of intervention pushed it initially to 1.46 marks. 
But traders took the lack of follow-through short covering by 
market participants, typical in usual surprise interventions, as 
the required signal to sell. Bouts of dollar selling hence 
materialised, despite further attempts by central banks to 
support the U.S. currency, which only served as technical selling 
opportunities for traders. 

The past week's developments have left market' observers 
baffled. After the dollar fell to an all time low, many 
commented that the market is currently in previously uncharted 
waters and that discerning short term direction has become a 
difficult task Some observers believe the dollar could fall as low 
as 1-38 marks, while others see it rebounding to 1.55 marks in 
the short term. 

Haw York Cl orin ij Ratos for Major Currencies the 

VS. Dollar 


Percent 

.Change 



14/8/92 

21/8/92 

Close 

Close 

1.9215 

1.9550 

1.4645 

1.4290 



125.97 

125.81 



3.93% 




. - ISO P*r STC' 

: Euro-Currency I n te res t Ratos 0, 


14/8/92 


VS. Dollar 


21/8/92 


1-Mux* 1 %) 1-Year (%} 



Sterling Pound 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


lalnrtaak Md ran* Tor . 


8.06 8.2 5 7.81 7.84 


10.06 10.31 10.03 10.31 


4.06 3.50 4.06 3.53 


in cvthNm I Ji. IWUrs l.Me.WM or equivalent. 


Central Rude of Jordan Exchange Rato Bulletin 


Currency 


US. 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


.666 


1.3025 


.4658 


-5 242 


.2371 


: 23/8/92 


Offer 


.668 


1.3090 


.4681 



Oiina looks to open gold 
industry as output rises 


BEIJING (R) — China's gold 
Output rose by 18.5 per cent in 
the first half of 1992. but officials 
say the state must relax its tight 
grip over the industry if growth is 
to continue, report* in the official 

media say. 

Thu year's output increase — 
which follows an average IS per 
cent rise over the past three years 
— showed” the gold industry is 
overcoming problems such as 
shortages of money, raw mate- 
rials and labour,” the official 
People’s Daily has said. 

China never releases actual 
gold production figures, which 
have long been regarded as an 
important state secret. 

But industry officials now say 
this attitude must change. They 
are trying to persuade the govern- 
ment to open China's gold fields 
to the world. 

Seeking' fresh capital and ex- 
pertise, they have worked oat a 
package of reform measures 
which would open the gold indus- 
try to foreign investment, partkai- 
lariy in exploration and mining. 

Cui, Dewen, vice director of 
the State Gold Administration, 
said the planned reforms would 
‘‘beef up production and push the 
industry toward the market eco- 
nomy,” the official New China 
News Agency said. 

“Releasing the gold industry 
from traditionally tight control is 
crucial because only by doing so 
can. direct foreign investment be 
made possible,*' the agency 
quoted Mr. Cui as saying in a 
report. 

Mr. Cui said on-going state 
control of the gold industry was 
squeezing China's gold produc- 
ers, caught oat by the quick 
introduction of market-style re- 
forms in other sectors of the 


economy. 

“The industry must sell its gold 
to the stare at fired prices, which 
is only about half of the market 
price. But it has to purchase raw 
materials, fuels and electricity 
mostly at higher market prices,” 
the New China News Agency 
said. 

‘The difference- has made 
many gold producers suffer from 
high production costs but low 
profits, which dampens their en- 
thusiasm,” it added. 

The gold administration's re- 
form package would allow fore- 
ign investors to put money into 
the industry. Such investment 
might at first be limited to mines 
with low gold content or which 
need exploration technology that 
China does not possess. 

“But this depends on the 
state's final decision on whether 
to loosen its tight control of the 
industry,” the agency said with- 
out elaborating. 

Officials say the present in- 
creases in gold production are 
largely due to Beijing’s effort to 
develop new mines in the coun- 
try’s southwest. 

China’s planned expenditure of 
up to eight bill ton yuan ($1.5 
billion) between 1991-96 on de- 
veloping the gold industry is 
aimed at boosting output by over 
40 per cent compared with the 
five years between 1986-90. 

Much of the new investment is 
going to three new “gold produc- 
tion bases" in Guangxi, Guizhou 
and Yunnan in southwest China 
as well as m central China along 
the Yangtze River. 

China's main gold producing 
areas are now centred in the 
country's northeast, including 
Shandong, Heilongjiang, Liaon- 
ing, Jilin and Shaanxi provinces. 


Swedish Krona 


Itafim Lira 0 


Belgian Franc 


(h - 9> Jc) AMMan fziuuiozal market 

aces iso babb cwm judas - skmeisahi 

^ TELEPHONE, 660170 / 6 6317 D 

GRSJUIIZXD IAEEET SHAM PRICE LIST FOR SUNDRY 33/08/1993 


COMPANY '8 mat 


JORDAS ISLAMIC BAJtK 

JORDAN JtOHATZ HAM 

THE HOOSTSG BAM 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPnWT BAM 

ARAB BAXUHG OCKPGHAXICW/ JORDAN 

JOHAN NATIONAL BAM 

JORDAN IN V BB T HB H T 6 FINANCE BAM 

Aim But in UrvBSTNnrT/OLD 

°” T UIUM a iwumw 

MTX0RAL Pta t MULI O SECURITIES 

Mir bCmal iAvtNcsiNvrrrjcnrr 1 . rem bobsuSC 
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Mexico spearheads drive for Latin 
American economic integration 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Mexico, 
a partner in two new free trade 
pads, is leading the way towards 

economic integration throughout 

Latin America, regional analysts 
and diplomats say. 

After announcing a North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) with the United States 
and Canada, Mexico last week 
signed a pad with five central 
American nations aimed at creat- 
ing a free-trade zone of 110 mil- 
lion people by 1996. 

Mexico's southern neighbours 

— Guatemala. Honduras, El Sal- 
vador, Nicaragua and Costa Rica 

— are extremely poor compared 
to its northern NAFTA partners, 
and less than one per cent of 
Mexico's trade is with Central 
America compared to over 60 per 
cent with the United States and 


Canada. 

But the symbolism was not lost 
on other, wealthier Latin Amer- 
ican countries which fovet access 
to the rich markets of the north 
— and see Mexico as the way to 
get to them. 

“Now, with NAFTA, Mexico 
has become Latin America's best 
gateway to big markets such as 
that of the United States," one 
Latin American diplomat told 
Reuters. 

The clearest example, they say/ 
is Chile, which has quadrupled its 
bilateral trade with Mexico since 
the two countries signed a free 
trade accord in 1991 and is ex- 
pected to be the next member of 
NAFTA. 

“The treaty signed with Mex- 
ico, with very similar clauses and 
norms to those in NAFTA, paves 


the way for Chile to enter the 
northern market,” another diplo- 
mat from the region said. 

After Chile in the queue to join 
President George Bush's pro- 
jected free trade zone stretching 
from Alaska to Tierra Del Fuego 
would be Venezuela and Col- 
ombia. 

A treaty aiming to reduce tariff 
barriers to zero among the so- 
called group of three — Mexico, 
Venezuela and Colombia — 
should be signed by the end of 
this year; the presidents of the 
three nations say. 

President Carlos Salinas de 
Goftari's free market vision does 
not stop there, either. 

Mr. Salinas and Argentina's 
President Carlos Menem agreed 
at a recent Iberoamerican summit 
in Madrid to “start talks soon 


towards a free trade accord be- 
tween Argentina and Mexico, 
which could itself become a basis 
for a regional free trade accord 
between- Mercosur and North 
America,” a source said. 

But despite such optimism, 
others see Mercosur — an 
alliance between Argentina, Bra- 
zil, Paraguay and Uruguay aimed 
at creating a common market by 
1995 — as a major fly in the 
ointment for full North and Latin 
American integration. 

“It would place a corset on 
negotiations with Mexico one 
diplomat said, referring to bind- 
ing bilateral accords between its 
members.” The members of Mer- 
cosur have to respect a series of 
commitments to other nations 
which will be difficult to get 
round." 


Price collapse hits Chad cotton industry 


N’DJAMENA (R) — The col- 
lapse in world commodity prices 
has knocked the stuffing out of 
Chad's cotton industry, forcing 
layoffs and factory closures on 
the state-owned monopoly 
Coton tchad. 

Executives at the company, 
which accounts for 70 per cent of 
the desperately poor African 
country’s export earnings, say 
Cotontchad has abandoned its 
original target of raising annual 
seed cotton production to 200,000 
tonnes. 

With world cotton prices failing 
22 per cent in the past year alone, 
Cotontchad is losing more than 
100 francs CFA (40 U.S. cents) 
on every kilogramme of cotton h 
sells. Company officials are now 
aiming for smaller harvests and a 
lower cost price to make Chad’s 
cotton more competitive on the 
international market. 

“Given the current crisis, we 
expect to cut our production. 
And it’s clear that we’ll be forced 
to reduce oar workforce to 
match, and bring onr cost price 
down,” Cotontchad Managing 
Director Haroun Kabadi told 
Reuters in an interview. 

“We must pare everything to 
the bone,” be pointed out. 

Mr. Kabadi expects to dose 
between one and two of the 
country's eight ginning factories, 
laying off between 300 and 400 of 
Cotontchad’s 3,000 staff, in addi- 
tion to 200 already laid off - this 
year. In the past layoffs were 
seasonal, this tqndC Kabadi says. 


they will be for good. 

Cotontchad, which saw a 2:7 
million franc CFA (510,800) pro- 
fit from 1989-90, expects 1990-91 
results to register a deficit when 
they are published, and fosses in 
1991-92 to be even more serious. 

Mr. Kabadi declines to put a 
figure to expected losses, but one 
of the donors backing a restruc- 
turing programme say 1990-91 
losses were probably around two 
billion francs CFA (58 million) 
and 1991-92 losses will probably 
be in the region of three billion 
CFA (512 million). 

Cotontchad executives are 
almost grateful that poor weather 
conditions look set to reduce this 
year's crop, planted in May and 
June and harvested from Novem- 
ber to December, limiting their 
losses. Scarce rain has delayed 
planting and the 1992 seed cotton 
harvest is expected to total 120- 
150,000 tonnes, compared to last 
year's record 174500. 

Cotton, grown in the Well- 
watered southern plains of this 
desert country, was introduced 
under French colonialism." 
Legend has it that, unable to 
( impose taxes on a population of 
subsistence farmers, the French 
brought in a cash crop to create a 
taxable economy. 

After independence the Cha- 
dian government took over, and 
Cotontchad is responsible for all 
production, ginning and market- 
ing— — 

The state now owns 75 per cent 
of Cotontchad, with another 17 


per cent belonging to the Com- 
pagnie Franca ise pour Le De- 
velopment des Fibres Textiles 
and the rest in the hands of local 
banks and France's Caisse Cen- 
trale de la Cooperation Economi- 
que. 

Plagued by droughts and a sim- 
mering civil war that occasionally 
swept far enough south to stop 
harvesting;, Cotontchad began 
registering enormous losses in the 
mid 1980s, as mismanagement, 
corruption and falling world com- 
modity prices began to take their 
toll. 

In 1986 international donors 
stepped in, launching a 5100- 
million restructuring programme 
which nearly halved Cotontchad’s 
workforce, selling assets, dosing 
factories and halting subsidies to 
fanners. 

The programme, funded by the 
World Bank, African Develop- 
ment Bank, Caisse Cenlrale and 
Dutch and Swiss governments, 
cut the cost price to 484 francs 
CFA ($1.94) per kilogramme 
from a previous 1,000 CFA ($4) 


and was hailed as a model of what 
restructuring could do. 

Cotontchad now stand in need 
of a new shot in the arm, and part 
of a 100-mi tlion-Frencb franc 
(S20 million) aid agreement 
France signed last month with the 
government will be devoted to 
gening the key industry back into 
competitive shape. 

But even Mr. Kabadi admits 
that the company, which exports 
to around 20 countries induding 
Germany, Portugal and Japan, 
suffers from an inbuilt handicap 
— its geographical isolation. 

A landlocked country twice the 
size of Texas, with only* 250 
kilometres of tarred road, Chad 
must send its processed cotton 
fibre 1,500 kilometres by road 
and rail to the nearest port — 
Douala in neighbouring Came- 
roon. 

**Our transport costs are 
amongst the highest in the 
world,” acknowledges Mr. Kaba- 
di. "But there isn’t a single Afri- 
can country today that isn't mak- 
ing a loss on cotton.” 


Taiwan export orders surge 


TAIPEI (R) — Foreign orders 
for Taiwanese goods rebounded 
to $6.8 billions in July, climbing 
7.5 per cent from a year earlier 
and up 0.5 per cent from June, 
the economics ministry has said.. 
In the first seven months oLtiUS. 
year, export orders rose 7.6.p^ 
cent from a year earlier to $46:4 
billion. Export orders had slowed 
in recent .months because of the 


weak global economy and the rise 
of the Taiwan dollar. The local 
currency hit a record high of 
24.5070 against the U.S. dollar on 
July 9. But stronger demand from 
Hong Kong, the main conduit for 
Taiwan!s . booming trade with- 
China,.a&-weU a$~deniand from 
the United States and Japan 
helped orders to recover in July, 
a senior ministry official said. 
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Rivals battle for control of 
Sarajevo; dozens die in fighting 


SARAJEVO (R) — Mortars 
poi'nded Sarajevo Sunday as 
Muslims and Serbs battled for 
control of the Bosnian capital 
ahead of London peace talks this 
week. 

A dozen bombs exploded dose 
to the presidential building and a 
department store. Street battles 
raged in the suburb of Hrasno. 

The besieged city, its streets 
deserted, has experienced four 
days of heavy bombardment in 
which scores of people have died 
and buildings set ablaze. 

Sarajevo Radio said at least 52 
people had been killed since noon 
Friday and that the death toll was 
expected to rise as other casual 
ties were discovered. 

An international conference on 
Yugoslavia, co-sponsored by the 
European Community and the 
United Nations, opens in London 
Wednesday. 

The new commander of inter- 
national peacekeeping forces in 
Sarajevo appealed to rival Serb 
and Muslim forces to honour the 
U.N. flag. 

“Ours is a humanitarian mis- 
sion and we are suffering," said 
Egyptian Brigadier-General Ho- 
se in AJi Abdul Razik, 48, head of 
the U.N. Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR) in the city. 

Two British royal engineers 
were wounded in the hills above 
the Serb district of llidza and two 
French soldiers were treated for 
minor injuries caused by mortar 
fire on the U.N. Headquarters, 
U.N. officials said. 

UNPROFOR said the airport 
— delivery point for relief sup- 
plies for 380,000 trapped resi- 
dents — was dosed for half an 
hour in mid-monring because of 
mortar and artillery crossfire.. 

Russia said it would support 
tough measures by the U.N. 
Security Council to protect 
peacekeeping forces in former 
Yugoslavia. 

'Hie Foreign Ministry in Mos- 
cow said it was seriously con- 
. cemed by reports that two mem- 
bers of the Ukrainian battalion 
serving in Sarajevo bad been kil- 
led and eight wounded. 

, More than 8,000 people have 
been killed and almost two mil- 
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Civilians ran for cover across the street during fighting in Sarajevo 


lion displaced in four months of 
conflict in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
where Mus lims and Croats are 
fighting Serb forces opposed to 
the republic's independence from 
Yugoslavia. 

Bosnian government sources 
said the Muslims might be laun- 
ching an offensive to try to break 
the siege of Sarajevo with the 
help of Croat forces. 

The Bosnian Serbs’ News 
Agency SRNA said the Muslim 
forces had launched an all-out 
offensive to gain advantage be- 
fore the fxindon conference. 

It said Serb positions in Rajlo- 
vac, Tvrdimjce, Ttlav, Trebevic, 
llidza, Ha dad, Vogosce, Hijas, 
Kasindo and Vojkovice were sev- 
erely bombed Saturday. 

It accused the Muslim forces of 
deploying an artillery battery 
near the UNPROFOR headquar- 
ters to provoke the Serbs into 
retaliation which would “be later 
blamed on the Serbs as an 
attack on the U.N." 

Doctors in the Kosevo Hospit- 
al, which suspended operations 
and was running on its last supply 
of fuel for power generators, re- 
ported three dead and 40 wound- 
ed in the preceding five hours. 


mostly from fighting in Qidza. 

The Serb officer in charge at 
llidza said: “We could fight har- 
der but our politidans tell us only 
to defend ourselves.” 

Meanwhile, a German televi- 
sion team in Serbia was beaten 
and detained and the cameraman 
jailed by a military tribunal, the 
ZDF Television network said 
Sunday. 


Bonn's Foreign Ministry said 
the German embassy in Belgrade 
was demanding an explanation 
from Yugoslavia, the federation 
that now consists of Serbia and 
Montenegro after other republics 
broke away. 

“If it turns out that a German 
national is being detained illegal- 
ly, we will demand his immediate 
release," a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. 


Cameraman Hermann Wohl- 
berg and reporter Christoph 
Maita Froehder were dragged 
from their car Saturday and badly 
beaten by Yugoslav border 
guards and soldiers near the Ser- 
bian border with Bulgaria, a ZDF 
Foreign News Desk editor told 
reporters. 

“The cameraman was jailed 


indefinitely by a military tribunal 
for alleged resistance against the 
state,” Ulrich Kienzel said. _ 

“Froehder was marched to' the 
border at gunpoint and forced out 
of the country.” Mr. Kienzel said 
he spoke to Mr. Froehder by 
telephone after bis cxpulaon to 
Bulgaria early Sunday. 

The television network, alerted 
by Mr. Froehder, informed the 
Foreign Ministry in Bonn, where 
a' spokesman said die case was 
being investigated. 

“Germany’s representative is 
at the Belgrade Foreign Ministry 
... seeking an explanation,” the 
spokesman said. 

Mr. Froehder and Mr. Wohl- 
berg were on a freelance assign- 
ment for ZDF to film alleged 
violations of a United Nations 
embargo against Serbia. 

“They were returning from 
Belgrade where they bad filmed a 
Russian ship unloading cargo de- 
spite the embargo,” Mr. Kienzel 
said. Mr. Wohlberg's film had 
been seized by Yugoslav officials. 

The incident happened near 
the eastern Serbian city of Za- 
jecar, where Mr. Froehder said 
Mr. Wohlberg was locked in the 
city jail. 


Negotiator 

pessimistic 

over 

Khmer 

Rouge 


BANGKOK (R) — A senior 
Japanese official trying to per- 
suade Khmer Rouge guerrillas to 
implement Cambodian peace 
accords said he was not optimistic 
of success. 

Tadashi Ikeda, chief of the 
Japanese Foreign Ministry's Asia 
Department met Khmer Rouge 
leader Khieu Samphan and Thai 
officials for more than four hours 
of talks in Bangkok Saturday 
night. 

Mr. Ikeda told Japanese jour- 
nalists afterwards: “I am not opti- 
mistic, since it will be difficult to 
get the agreement of the other 
factions to the Khmer Rouge 
proposal.” 

The Khmer Rouge is refusing 
to implement the Cambodian 
peace agreement signed last 
October because it says the way it 
is being interpreted by the U.N. 
peacekeeping operation i favours 
the Vietnamese-installed govern- 
ment in Phnom Penh. 


‘Che’ 
Guevara 
predicted 
fail of 

communism 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — tuba’s 
revolutionary hero Ernesto 
“Che” Guevara predicted the fell 
of communism in the Soviet Un- 
ion and Eastern Europe, a former 
collaborator was quoted as saying 
in a news report. 

Guevara, who fought alongside 
Fidel Castro in Cuba’s revolu- 
tion, was critical of Soviet-style 
communism because he believed 
it would lead inevitably to capital- 
ism, Angel Gomez Trueba told 
the official Communist Party, 
organ Granma. 

Mr. Gomez Trueba was Guev- 
ara’s deputy when be beaded 
Cuba’s Industry Ministry. In the 
interview reported by Prensa 
Latina, Cuba’s official news agen-, 
cy, he said Guevara thought- 
many economic measures 
adopted in the Soviet Union were: 
wrong. The report was monitored 
in Mexico City. 

The Argentine-bom Guevara 
.left Castro’s government and 
went to Bolivia to try to foment a 
guerrilla war. He is a national 
hero in Cuba after being killed by 
the Bolivian government in 1967. 


S. Korean minister in 
China to set up ties 


PEKING (R) — South Korea’s 
foreign minister arrived in Peking 
Sunday as China and its cold wap 
enemy prepared to establish di- 
plomatic relations, ending four 
decades of hostility and breaking 
Seoul's ties with an angry 


Taiwan. 

Lee Sang-Ock stepped off a 
special Asiana Airlines flight at 
Peking's airport reserved for dig- 
nitaries and was met by a senior 
Chinese Foreign Ministry official. 
The two talked for about 25 
minutes in a VlP room. 

Later Sunday, Mr. Lee and 
Chinese counterpart Qian Qichen 
shook hands warmly and posed 
for photographers as they sat 
down to a round of talks at the 
Diaoyutai State Guest House. 

“The normalisation of relations 
between the two countries is good 
for the people of the two coun- 
tries and will contribute to peace 
and prosperity of the world, and 
especially has signifidance: for the 
reunification of the Korean 
peninsula," Mr. Qian said. 

Expectations that the two 
would sign a protocol Monday to 
establish diplomatic ties was 
heightened when a Chinese Fore- 
ign Ministry official told repor- 
ters: “At 9:00 a.m. Monday an 
important event will take place at 
Diaoyutai.’' 

The official Chinese press - s 
taciturn on Mr. Lee's three-<?jy 
visit. The People’s Daily Sunday 
said only: "During the visit, the 
two foreign ministers will hold 
talks on normafisiijg relations be- 
tween the two countries." 

When the ink on the communi- 
que is dry, the book will be dosed 
on China's Korean War role 
when it fought side-by-side with 
Communist ally North Korea 


against South Korea in the early 

It will also spell the end to 
South Korea's relations with 
Taiwan, the island nation's sole 
Asian diplomatic tie. 

Taiwan's Foreign Minister 
Fredrick Chien said Saturday that 
Taipei would break ties with 
South Korea when Seoul estab- 
lished official relations with Chi- 


na. 


Mr. Chien, who said Mr. Lee 
told Taiwan of South Korea’s 
intention to normalise relations 
with Peking, announced Taipei 
.would also cancel all trade pri- 
vileges to Seoul and suspend bi- 
lateral .air links. 

What is hot dear is bow North 
Korea will react to what Pyon- 
gyang not doubt sees as a betrayal 
by China, its closest comrade. 

North Korea, whose economy 
is in shreds after a withdrawal of 
aid from the former Soviet Un- 
ion, is not likely to be pushed 
aside by its main benefactor Pek- 
ing, diplomats said. 

But it will be pushed to im- 
prove ties with South Korea now 
that China has done so, they said. 

The agreement Mr. Lee and 
Mr. Qian will sign will include the 
establishment of ambassadorial- 
level ties. South Korea’s recogni- 
tion of the one-Chma policy, 
maintaining neighbourly ties and 
China's support for inter-Korean 
efforts to solve the Korean dis- 
pute, the South Korean Agency 
Yonfaap said. 

The two sides already conduct 
substantial trade, with about S5.8 
billion in 1991 against S3.8 trillion 
in 1990. China ran a S65 million 
surplus with South Korea last 
year. 


Duchess 
of York 
leaves 
castle with 
children 


Canadian 
leaders 
strike 
deal with 
Quebec 


LONDON (R) — The Duchess 
of York, disgraced wife of Bri- 
tain's Prince Andrew, left Queen 
Elizabeth’s Scottish castle with 
her children Sunday, Bucking- 
ham Palace said. 

The Duchess, 32, at the centre 
of a scandal over pictures show- 
ing her topless with an American 
businessman at a French villa, 
boarded a plane for London with 
her two daughter. 

The former Sarah Ferguson, 
widely known still as “Fergic”, 
had been staying with other mem- 
bers of the royal family on holi- 
day in Scotland since newspapers 
around the world published the 
intimate photos. 

Sunday papers carried more 
pictures of Fergie and Texan 
businessman Johnny Bryan kis- 
sing and cuddling during a holi- 
day in a villa in St. Tropez. 

A palace spokesman confirmed 
her departure but could not give 
details of her travel plans. He 
said she had left Balmoral Castle 
as planned after a scheduled six- 
day visit. 


OTTAWA (R) Canada's political 
leaders struck a deal with French- 
speaking Quebec on far-reaching 
constitutional changes aimed at 
keeping the country united. 

The accord will overhaul the 
125-year-old Canadian confed- 
eration by reforming parliament 
and sharing out federal powers 
with the 10 provinces in a move to 
meet Quebec’s demands for more 
autonomy. 

“Quebec has made unpre- 
cedented gams,” Pirme Minister 
Brian Mulroney told a news con- 
ference. “We have a fair and 
honourable comp ro mise that will 
strengthen Canada." 

The agreement is expected to 
end years of uncertainty over 
whether Quebec will remain in 
Canada, but must now be ratified 
by parliament and the provincial 
legislatures. 

The historic deal, which ended 
six months of nationwide con- 
sultations, grants self-rule to 
Canada’s 750,000 natives and In- 
uit (Eskimos). 

Quebec won a guarantee of 25 
per cent of the seals in Canada’s 
House of Commons to allay its 
fear of being swamped by En- 
glish-speaking Canada due to ft 
declining birth rate. 

Canada’s appointed Senate will 
become an elected body with 
equal representation for all pro- 
vinces, a key demand made by 
western Canada in return for 
granting Quebec special powers 

Quebec obtained constitutional 
recognition as a distinct society 
within Canada, ensuring the sur- 
vival of the French language and 
culture, along with its different 
dvfl code. It also won powers to 
veto future changes to federal 
institutions and the creation of 
new provinces. 

“I'm .very pleased with the re- 
sults,” Quebec Premier Robert 
Bourassa said at the end of five 
days of tough negotiations. 

“Canada is on the way to sta- 
bility after two years of uncertain- 
ty ... those Quebeckers who be- 
lieve in peace and prosperity will 
be happy (with this accord),” he 
added. 

The reforms will shift federal 
powers to the provinces, giving 
them exclusive jurisdiction tiVef 
mining, forestry, tourism, urban 
affairs, bousing and recreation. 

They also commit Ottawa to 
enter agreements with die pro- 
vinces on culture, immigration, 
telecommunications, labour 
training and regional develop- 
ment which will transfer billions 
of dollars in funds and thousands 
of civil service jobs. 

Mr. Mulroney failed to get 
more than a verbal commitment 
from the provinces to pull down 
their internal trade barriers, 
which federal officials complain 
are greater than those between 
European Community mem- 
bers. 

Mr. Mulroney is expected to 
call a national referendum on the 
reform package ahead of a vote 
scheduled in Quebec in late Octo- 
ber in which Quebeckers will 
decide on their future relation 
with Canada. 

The reforms were necessary 
because Quebec has refused since 
1982 to sign Canada’s constitu- 
tion until it contained guarantees 
to preserve its culture and share 
of power. 

A previous attempt to resolve 
the dispute, known as the Meecfa 
Lake Accord, collapsed in 1990 
when a native leader blocked 
approval in the Namtoba provin- 
cial legislature, fuelling strong 
separatist sentiment in Quebec. 


Azeri jets kill dozens of 
Armenians in Karabakh 


MOSCOW (R) — -Armenian re- 
ports accused Azerbaijan of laun- 
ching fresh bombing raids on the 
disputed territory of Nagorno- 
Karabakh Sunday and said 
dozens of civilians had -been kil- 
led in the past twoytyys. 

A spokesman for mb' Karabakh 
Committee, which represents 
ethnic Armenians in the enclave, 
said bomb attacks by Azen SU-24 
and SU-25 planes killed 15 people 
in the regional capital Stepa- 
nakert and several more in the 
nearby town of Sbusha. 

The Armenian News Agency 
Snark said the Sunday morning* 
raids raised the weekend Arme- 
nian death toll to more than three 
dozen civilians, with about 200 
wounded. 

"The main victims were old 
people, women and children. 
Many of them remain under the 
nibble of destroyed buildings, the 
clearing of which is made more 
difficult by the panic which has 
gripped people,” the agency said. 

“It cannot be ruled out that 
enemy planes will appear in the 
sky at any moment with their 
deadly cargo,” it added. 

Azerbaijan has made no state- 
ment on die reports. 

More than 2,000 people have 
been lolled in four years of fight- 
ing between the former Soviet 
republics of Armenia and Azer- 


The conflict is mainly in and 
around Nagonx>-Karabakh, an 
Armenian-populated enclave 
within Azeroaijan. But it has 
spread to wide areas along the 
border between die two Cauca- 
sian neighbours, both members 
of the Commonwealth of ' Inde- 
pendent States which replaced 
die old Soviet Union. 

The Karabakh Committee 
spokesman said 13 people, fewer 
than initially feared, had been 


killed in an earlier Azeri bombing 
laid Saturday on a hostel in Ste- 
panakert. Previous reports had 
spoken of “many dozens” killed. 

He said more than 100 people 
had been wounded in the attack 
on die hostel, which b oosed 
ethnic Armenian- refugees from 
several parts of Azerbaijan and 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

The spokesman said authorities 
in Nagorno-Karabakh held Rus- 
sia responsible for the attacks 
because it had handed large 
quantities of former Soviet arms 

and equipment, including more 

than 50 mflitaiy planes, to the 
Azeris. * 

Commonwealth Television 
showed footage of Azeri planes 
dropp in g what -it said were half- 
tonne bombs on Stepanakert. 

A string of Armenian victories 
carter this year succeeded for a 
time in driving enemy forces out 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, a moun- 
tainous enclave surrounded by 
Azeri territory. 

But Azerbaijan has since 
seized the initiative, regaining a 
foothold in the territory and cap- 
turing Armenian land near its 
own western border. Peace nego- 
tiations and several attempted 
ceasefires have foundered. 

In a separate development, 
ITAR-TASS News Agency 
quoted .Armenia’s • prime minis- 
ter as saying Russia has agreed in 
talks last week to open a credit 
tine securing the delivery of beat- 
ing ofl and other types of fuel to 
Armenia. 

The country’s economy, de- 
pendent on deliveries of energy 
and many raw materials via Azer- 
baijan, has been hard h»t by the 
undeclared war over Nagorno- 
Karabakh, with fuel shortages 
leading to factory closures and 
frequent power cuts. 


2 missing, 2 die after liner 
sinks in Malacca Straits 


PORT DICKSON, Malaysia (R) - sailed from Friday on what' was 


— A Greek-registered liner on a 
“a cruise to nowhere” sank Sun- 
day with 534 people on board 
aftor colliding with a Taiwanese 
fishing boat in the Malacca 
Straits, leaving two dead and two 
others missing, , resellers said. 

“Only two have not been 
accounted for -and a rescue opera- 
tion is still on Hot them,” said 
Suhaimi r Abdy31ah, tod>qur mas- 
ter of the south west coastal town 
of Port Dickson where rescue 
efforts were co-ordinated. 


Mr. Suhaimi said initial fears of 
a major efisaster, with over 120 
people thought missing, subsided 
after authorities received full de- 
tails from two ships that rescued 
most of the survivors of the 
13,000-tonne Royal Pacific. 

The Royal Pacific sank within 
minutes after it collided with the 
Taiwanese vessel Terfu 51 at 
around 3 a.m. (1900 GMT Satur- 
day) off $ort Dickson in the busy 
straits separating Malaysia and 
the Indonesian island of Sumatra. 

“The (cruise) ship is a total 
loss,” Mr. Suhaimi said but the 
Taiwanese vessel was still afloat 
and its 24-man crew were safe. 

The Taiwanese vessel rammed 
into the side of the cruise ship, 
leaving a gaping bole “big enough 
for two buses to pass through,” a 
Malaysian rescue official said. 

Mr. Suhaimi said 196 passen- 
gers and crew were rescued by a 
Bahamas-registered dry cargo 
vessel, Marisa, and another 325 
sared by the Russian-owned con- 
tainer ship Chapaevsk. 

He said both ships were' taking 
~ survivors, mostly Stugapo- 


advertised as “a cruise to no- 
where.” 

It was due to return Sunday 
night. 

Besides the S21 people plucked 
from the ocean by the two ships, 
Malaysian rescuers also reco- 
vered two bodies and rescued 
nine others, including four crew 
members: 

Lloyd’s shipping intelligence of 
London initially reported that 600 
people .were an board die Royal 
Pacific. 

Most of the passengers were 
Singaporeans, but die ship also 
earned 12 Malaysians, 12 Bri- 
tons, nine Australians, eight Indi- 
ans, six Americans, five Indone- 
sians, three Taiwanese and three 
Germans, the Port of Singapore 
Authority (PSA) said. 

There were also passengers 
from New Zealand, China, 
France, Thailand, die Philippines 
and Japan, PSA said in a state- 
ment. 


the 


ream, 

where 


to the island republic, 
the Royal Pacific had 


An Indonesian crew member, 
Mohammad Shahruddin, told re- 
. porters that pandemonium broke 
out immediately after the colti- 
sh which caused the ship to sink 
within minutes. 

“X was sleeping when I was 
woken up by a loud noise and the 
ship was shaking. There was a lot 
of screaming and within minutes 
the ship was going down,” said 
Mohammad Shahruddin, 42. 

He said be pot on a life-jacket 
and jumped overboard and was 
adrift at sea for several hours 
before he was picked up. 

The cruise ship -may have sunk 
within 15 minutes of the collision, 
agents for the ship told a news 
conference in Singapore. 


Children are on top of 
Allen’s reason for living 


DUBLIN (R) — Woody Allen 
says children are top of the list as 
his reason for living. 

He spoke in a press interview 
here that preceded his breakup 
with actress-girlfriend Mia Far- 
row over an affair with her 
adopted daughter. 

The 56-year-old American film 
director mid comedian said he 
could even imagine making a film 
without Farrow because “Mia 
doesn't Eke to work all that 
much, so Fd go ahead without 
hesitation.” 

In a real-life drama that mir- 
rored his quirky autobiographical : 
films, Allen has acknowledged a 
current affair with Farrow’s, 
adopted 21-year-old daughter 
Soon-Yi Previn. 


She is one of nine children 
adopted by Allen’s former lover. 

Farrow, mother, Maureen 
O’Sullivan, best known for her 
screen roles as Tarzan's mate 
Jane, called Allen “a desperate 
and evil man.” 


An ugly custody battle was 
launched with the revelation that 
Connecticut police are investigat- 
ing allegations that Allen sexually 
abased his and Farrow’s adopted 
7-year-old daughter, Dylan, an 
accusation he nas angrily denied. 

The Irish Times interview with 
Allen on a recent holiday visit to 
-Ireland was published this 
weekend — rich with ironies as it 
was conducted before the cou- 
ple’s announced breakup. 


Bush, Clinton campaign hard as gap narrows in polls 


WOODSTOCK, Georgia (R) — 
President George Bush, buoyed 
by opinion polls showing him 
narrowing the popularity gap 
with Bill Clinton in the wake of 
the Republican national conven- 
tion, went vote-hunting on the 
Arkansas governor’s borne turf in 
the southern states. 

At a rain-soaked outdoor rally 
outside Atlanta, Mr. Bush sought 
to identify himself with southern 
values of family pride, deep reli- 
gious belief and service in the 
military in a bid to keep Mr. 
Clinton from stealing support in 
tiie “sunbelt.” 

The Democratic challenger 
Saturday defended his stance on 
the 1991 Gulf war against Iraq. 
Criticised by Mr. Bush as indeci- 
sive, Mr. Clinton claimed Mr. 
Bush had distorted his position in 
order to tout ins own foreign 
policy credentials. 

The governor Friday lashed out 
at tire president as a 'desperate 
candidate who would say any- 
thing to win reelection. - 
' At his rally, Mr. Bush coupled 
his h urrah-for-apple-pie rhetoric 
with biting criticism of his Demo- 
cratic rival, painting Mr. CKnton 
as an out-of-step liberal who 
would team up with the "grid- 


locked liberal democratic Con- 
gress” to burden the country with 
more taxes and government 

spending. 

The Nov. 3 election is “a 
choice between different agendas 
... and ifs a choke about the 
character of the man that you 
want to lead this great nation for 
the next four years.” Mr. Bush 
said. 

Most analysts expect a very 
dose overall election outcome 
despite widespread public discon- 
tent with Mr. Bush over a slug- 
gish economy. Their views are 
supported by new polls which 
show a considerable tightening of 
the race. 

A Newsweek poll taken after 
the Republican convention that 
ended last Thursday in Houston 
showed Mr. Bush trailing Mr. 
Clinton by 14 percentage points, 
an improvement from the 20 per 
cent gap that existed a few weeks 
ago. 

A Time-CNN poll released 
Saturday showed Mr. Bush cut- 
ting Mr. Clinton’s lead to 11 
percentage points, and a survey 
conducted by the Los Angeles 
Times showed Mr. Bush behind 
by eight per cent. 

“The polls look veiy good. 


There’s a range of them, but they 
all show that we’re getting very 
dose,” White House spokesman 
Marlin FHzwater said. 

Speaking to another huge, 
friendly crowd in Hoover^ Alaba- 
ma, the 68-year-old president 
also lashed out at the press, 
saying: “They don’t know good 
news when they see it.” 

Mr. Bush’s salvoes were mQd 
after Representative Newt Ging- 
rich, who suggested in a warm-up 
speech that me Democratic Party 
espoused the same family values 
as filmmake r Woody Allen, who 
has acknowledged haying a love 
affair with tire'-adopted daughter 


position, Mr. Clinton hit back at 
Mr. Bush on the same issue, 
which Mr.. Bush has portrayed as 
a^major accomplishment of his 
admi ni st ra tion. 

"I don’t see that President 
Bush has any great dung to bras 
about,” Mr. Clinton said, alleg- 
ing that Mr. Bush “let the situa- 
tion in Iraq deteriorate terribly. M 

Mr. Qmton, joined by ninning 
mate A1 Gore and their wives, 
later set out on a three-state 
weekend bus tour that took them 
^u^^“iwt.beft” region rf 

JfhKfr ofT&ite has wed Re- 
publican. • ■■■-■• 


of his longtime comparikm,.Mia 
Farrow. 


“Watch tire Woody ABen case 
and you measure it,” he said. -■ 
The conservative Georgia law- 
maker also asserted that Mr. 
Clinton had “a psychological 
need to pander to the worst in- 
stincts” of those from whom be 
sought support. 

“This i ft not Georgs Bush’s 
campaign. This is a campaign of 
the American people against an 
increasingly weird (Democratic) 
Party;*" Mr. Gingrich said. 

Alter defending his Gulf war 


Mr. Bush, who was slated to 
rad day two. of . bis' first post- 
aravention campaign swing with 
Evangelical Christian -leaders in 
Dallas, focused on .the south to 
tnr to preserve a pro-Repubbcau 
nit m the area that should jrive 
mm an electoral vote advantage. 

Under the indirect U.S. system 

“jrvotes and yet stfll win the 
«*«ion by amassing more elec- 
toral vote, which are awarded on 

a nate-by-staie, whtner-take-afl 
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China’s 

swimmers 'secret 
weapon* — a tonic 


PEKING (R) — China’s Olympic 
medal-winning swimmers had a . 
seoet weapon which aided their - 
success — a medicinal tonic made 
from an ancient reape. a news- _■ 
paper said Sunday. The merit- ^ 
cine, made from a witches' brew 
of toad skin, birds’ nests and 
other arcane ingredients, passed 
doping tests administered by the 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee in Barcelona, the Guangming 
Daily said. “It increases their 
achievements by 100 per cent,” - 
. the report saidL Chinese swim- 
mers scooped up three golds and 
a sflver at the summer Olympics . 
which ended earlier this month. 
The liquid helps to battle fatigue 
and build stamina, while contain- 
ing no stimulants, the newspaper 
said. The team started taking the 
potion in April when the tonic's 
Chinese manufacturer, Kangda 
Medical Development Company, 
donated 100 cartons. Men swim- 
mers received -10 boxes each, 
while the women got five ea£h. 
“Thanks to this tonic, none of ^ 
. them fell ill despite 12 weeks of " 
hard training, ” the newspaper 


Canada is used 
to snow — but 
In August? 


LETHBRIDGE, Alberta (AP) 
— Residents of southern Alberta 
woke up Saturday to a blanket of 
snow and blustery weather only 
days after record-high tempera- 
tures. Environment Canada 
issued a heavy snowfall advisory 
for residents of Medicine Hat, 
Lethbridge and Crowsnest Pass. It 
said there, were reports of 17 
centimentres (6.8 indies) of snow 
on the ground in Pincher Creek 
and 10 to 15 centimetres (four to 


six indies) in Medicine Hat Onj 
Friday, Edmonton and commoiB-* 


ties north of the dty, were hit 
with heavy wet snow that beat 
crops over and snapped branches 
on trees. The weather office fore- 
cast more snow and freezing 
temperatures for the next few 
days. Rick Shewchuk, of the 
Lethbridge Weather Office, said 
odd air from the Arctic islands 
was to blame for the winter? 
father. 


Police quiz 
ex-deputy speaker 
on sex tape 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Malaysian police have questioned 
the former deputy speaker of 
parliament for his alleged in- . 
volvement in a pornographic 
videotape, state-radio quoted a 
senior police officer as sayingr 
D.P. Vijandran, accused by the 
opposition of videotaping hhnsdf ' 
haring sex with women, was quiz-’ 
zed by the Serious Crime Brandt 
in . the capital Kuala Lumpur, 
Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment Director Mohammad Za- 
man Khan said. An opposition 
leader, Karpal Singh, stunned 
parliament last month by handing 
to the house a videotape be said - 
featured Mr. Vijandran, the for- 
mer secretary-general of the 
MalaysiSh Indian Congress, a 
component party of the ruling 
national coalition. Mr. Singh ac- t M 
cased Vijandran of videotaping ™ 
himself performing unnatural sex. 
acts with various women, adding 
titef the recordings were done 
without their knowledge. Mr. 
Smgh said 11 videotapes and . 
2^000 photographs were stolen 
from Mr. Vijandran’s house in. 
1988 but police had destroyed the 
tapes recovered from Burglars. 


Himalaya survivor 
plans to return 
to cave with wife 


fJ^ANECAPJ-Amanwho 

survived 43 days hi the Himalayas 
with virtually no survival equip- 
mem and only snow and two ' - 
randy tars for food said he wants "" 

to spend a night with his bride m - - 

caw where he nearly died.' # 
A“s*raKan James Scott was a~ 
£3-year-old medical student when ; 
be became lost in a blizzard while 

on a vacation trek in NepaL After '• 

Mr- Scott was discovered, he was-' 
to a hospital in bis,.* 
™®*°wn of Brisbane, where he ^ 
spe nt mo nths recovering from 
?gtajtnaon. He mamedhe gH- j 
jnwd, Gijye, m Jone. Mr. Scott rf| 
»oon revisit "Si 

^wtb Ire bride. “I want to 
22? a night up there Cm the 35 ? 
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renrejapo-. “W e ’d be sitting np '4 f 
there with a fire and wfthftj -f 
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